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 David Sayler was named The University 
of South Dakota’s 12th athletic director in 
June 2010. in this capacity, Sayler directly 
supervises all 17 sports at USD and manages 
the department’s $8 million budget. 
 one of Sayler’s initial priorities is to 
complete the certification of Division i and  
to bring together the campus committees 
involved with that process. “To watch these 
groups come together the way they have has 
been exciting. There are so many folks involved 
across campus,” Sayler noted. “i want to ensure  
we’re all behind the transition the way we need 
to be. We need to tell our story and celebrate the process.” 
 Sayler also wants to ensure athletics is part and parcel with 
what the rest of the campus is doing. “The care that the campus 
has taken in making sure all the right steps are taken has been 
really great, and i want to be lock-step with that,” he said. “i also 
want to make sure our student-athletes are doing everything they 
need to do in the classroom and in the community to be viable 
members of it.” 

 Prior to joining the Coyotes, Sayler was 
a senior executive athletic director at Rice 
University for four years, responsible for the 
day-to-day operations of the entire athletic 
department, directly overseeing all internal 
operations of the athletic department and 
providing administrative oversight for all 
16 of Rice’s sports. He also assisted with the 
development of a strategic plan for Rice  
Athletics and served as the administrator of that 
plan. Sayler was crucial in several facility projects 
across campus and was on the steering committee 
for a new recreation center. Preceding Rice, Sayler 

also spent time in the athletic offices of oregon State, Bowling 
Green University, University of Houston and University of 
Hartford (Conn.).
 A native of Greenwich, Conn., Sayler holds a master’s degree 
in sports administration from the University of Connecticut and 
a Bachelor of Arts in accounting from ohio Wesleyan University. 
He and his wife, Katie, have two sons, Connor (4) and Liam (1). 

ARoUND CAMPUS

NEw U FAcES

Dear Alumni and Friends,

 it’s incredible to witness the positive impact one visionary person can have 
on countless lives. With this issue of The South Dakotan, we pause to remember 
one such individual. While some of his protégés may enjoy greater celebrity 
than he ever did, none have quietly and steadily contributed more to the 
common good than William o. “Doc” Farber. 
 Doc’s favorite saying was, “Consider the possibilities.” For nearly 70 years, 
he urged generations of USD’s students to do exactly that. Public service, he 
believed, was the highest calling one could pursue and he stressed the need for 
big thinking and practical experience when it came to taking on the challenges 
of governance. 
 Today, USD’s W.o. Farber Center for Civic Leadership and the Farber 
Fund continue his life’s work by equipping young men and women with 
the knowledge and experience they need to become effective leaders in our 
changing world, while creating unrivaled opportunities for international travel 
and internships. 
 in these pages, you’ll get a glimpse into Doc’s story—past, present and 

future. in our cover feature, Tom Brokaw discusses the unexpected method Doc 
utilized to set him upon the path toward being one of the world’s most trusted 
journalists. You’ll also learn about how Doc’s influence lives on inside recent 
graduates as they embark on successful careers at home and across the globe. 
other items of note include stories about young alumni taking the music and 
fashion worlds by storm and exciting details regarding USD’s recent athletic 
conference affiliation announcement. 
 i hope you enjoy reading these stories as much as we enjoyed putting them 
together. More than that, though, i hope they inspire you to “consider the 
possibilities” in your own lives and communities. Doc would be proud. 

Sincerely,

Kersten Johnson, ’87 B.A. 
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Academic Affairs

Kurt Hackemer, Ph.D., associate vice president for academic 
affairs—Hackemer began work in the office of Academic Affairs 
on Sept. 1, 2010. in this role, Hackemer oversees the Center for 
Academic Engagement and several University-wide educational 
initiatives, including curriculum development, mobile computing 
and the new XDiS course, a cross-disciplinary course designed  
to help develop communication, critical thinking and teamwork 
skills. Hackemer had been serving as associate dean in the  
College of Arts & Sciences.

Office of Research & Sponsored Programs

Tanya D’Souza, Ph.D., director of research development—As a 
member of the office of Research and Sponsored Programs, D’Souza 
helps manage the University’s efforts to bring the fruits of research  
to society and aid the economy of the region while working with 
USD faculty and researchers to promote their research initiatives.  
She earned a master’s degree in biotechnology and a bachelor’s  
degree in biochemistry from the University of Bombay, Bombay, 
india, and a J.D. and Ph.D. from the University of iowa.

NEw FAcES/NEw PLAcES

Student Services

Phil Covington, associate dean of students—Covington came to 
USD from a similar role at Southern Arkansas University in the 
summer of 2010. As associate dean of students, Covington oversees 
and provides leadership for many aspects of student life, including 
housing, student activities, international students, veterans services 
and Greek Life, to name a few. Covington is in the final stages 
of his dissertation to earn his doctorate in education from the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 

Facilities Management

Edward (Ted) Lewis, director, environmental health and 
safety—Lewis serves as a liaison for and develops relationships 
with USD researchers and other entities to ensure the utmost 
in safety standards for USD facilities. Lewis came to The U in 
September 2010 after five years with the Liesch Companies, an 
environmental consulting and engineering firm based in the 
Minneapolis, Minn. area.

USD is the newest University affiliated with Conn-Selmer, Inc., 
the largest manufacturer of band and orchestral instruments 
and accessories in the United States. 
 

 “Being labeled a ‘Conn-Selmer School’ is significant,” said  

Dr. Larry Schou, dean of the College of Fine Arts at USD.  

“The Conn-Selmer School Program is an excellent program  

for our faculty, students and department to be associated with. 

We are proud to join the ranks of the other fine schools in  

this program.” 

 According to Grant Johnston, marketing communications 

manager for Conn-Selmer, USD purchased a wide range of new 

instruments—thanks to an in-kind grant from Conn-Selmer—

that will increase the institution’s national profile as a music 

school, allowing The U to recruit more high-quality students, 

secure more grants and achieve a long-term position as a leader  

in music and music education.

 “Conn-Selmer has a long-standing tradition of excellence 

in instrument manufacturing and will contribute greatly to the 

Department of Music here at USD,” added Jonathan Alvis, 

D.M.A., assistant professor of music and director of athletic bands 

at The U. “The Sound of USD will benefit from the superior 

instruments found in the King Series of Marching Brass.”

 in becoming a Conn-Selmer School, Schou hopes the 

partnership aids in attracting the finest students into USD’s music 

performance and music education programs.

 “A degree in music from The University of South Dakota 

provides students with a solid foundation to enter the teaching 

profession, gain confidence as a performer, or to seek an advanced 

degree in music education, performance or music history,” Schou 

explained.

 The music department, created at USD in 1887, is accredited 

by the National Association of Schools of Music and the National 

Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education. USD’s music 

ensembles annually tour the region’s public schools, participate in 

community events and, this year, plan a tour of Europe.

MUSIc DEPARTMENT FORMS PARTNERShIP  
wITh cONN-SELMER, INc. 

 Cathie Black and Frank Vega are the 23rd and 24th 
individuals honored by the University and the Freedom Forum 
since the Al Neuharth Award program began in 1989. The 
award, recognizing lifetime achievement, is named for USA 
Today and Freedom Forum founder Al Neuharth, a South 
Dakota native and 1950 USD journalism graduate, who was 
on campus to make the presentation during Dakota Days.
 in the 1980s, as executives of USA Today working directly 
with Neuharth, each played a crucial role in the success of 
“The Nation’s Newspaper.” Neuharth credits Black with 
winning acceptance of the newspaper from advertisers; 
he credits Vega for devising and implementing a national 
distribution and sales plan that made USA Today the highest 
circulation newspaper in the U.S. 
 “Cathie Black and Frank Vega demonstrate that  
success in the news and information business requires not 
only great journalism, but also bold ideas, innovation,  
focus, determination, hard work and skillful execution,”  
said Neuharth. 

AL NEUhARTh AwARD BESTOwED ON MEDIA ExEcUTIvES

Nationally distinguished media executives Cathie Black, 
chair of Hearst Magazines, and Frank Vega, chair and 
publisher of the San Francisco Chronicle, were honored 
as recipients of the Al Neuharth Award for Excellence in 
the Media on Sept. 30 at The University of South Dakota.
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 The University of South Dakota welcomed the Class 
of 2014 on Saturday, Aug. 28, and The USD Alumni 
Association was there to lend a hand, directing carloads of 
students and their parents through the proper registration 
lanes in the DakotaDome parking lot. 

 Kersten Johnson, executive director of the USD Alumni 
Association, feels it’s vital to begin building relationships 
with incoming students as soon as possible. 
 “Today’s students are tomorrow’s alumni, so it’s 
important that the Alumni Association welcome students  
as they arrive on campus,” said Johnson. “From our first  
day on campus, we all share a connection with USD and 
each other.”
 After moving in, the students were formally welcomed 
to the USD community at Convocation, held at the 
DakotaDome. Mitch Stewart ’99 B.S., who worked as a 
member of President Barack obama’s campaign staff in 
2008, provided the keynote address.

 Residence hall life at The U has always been a 
supportive environment and a place to make lifelong 
friends. However, today’s students are afforded 
amenities like brand-new facilities containing fully-
furnished apartments, movie theaters, convenience 

stores and game rooms; a far departure from what 
USD students of generations past had. 
 Here, alumni from various eras share their 
memories of residence hall life and amenities they 
did—and didn’t—have. 

Donald A. Nelson, Class of ‘49: On the north side of campus, there 
was a complex of single-wide trailers with oil burners that always 
seemed to go out in the middle of the night. So you’d have to throw 
a towel in there, get the oil, squeeze it out outside, and when you 
got tired of doing that, you finally threw a batch in, a black plume of 
smoke would fill the trailer, and that was our heat. Our refrigerator 
was an icebox. It was certainly a different lifestyle. On-campus 
entertainment was Mike’s Café, which may be long gone, but that’s 
where all the students seemed to congregate for coffee. 

Mary Judith Rueb, Class of ’59: I lived in East Hall 
in 1956 and loved it. It was a real friendly dorm.  
The one thing I remember that was unusual: on  
the third floor, we had to watch out for bats. They 
used to come down and fly down the halls. Of 
course, all [the] young women screamed and 
covered their heads. We had the best housemother, 
Mrs. Peterson, and her assistant who was wonderful 
also, and she really kept tabs on us. She was very 
strict on the curfew. 

Paul B. Van Buren, Class of ‘60: As for amenities, “What amenities?” 
one might ask! We did have “carrier current” radio via the electrical 
wires by which we were able to listen to KUSD radio. The only 
telephones were in the hallways. There were no laundry facilities in 
the dorms, so we usually mailed our laundry home—and received 
cookies, etc. along with the clean clothes. I recall that the female 
dorms apparently had some laundry facilities, so some of the men 
who had good girlfriends got them to do their wash—but we 
were not so fortunate.

Staci Stern, Class of ‘92:  Charlie’s in the Student Union was a 
popular place to have lunch or a Coke date…and W.C. Franks 
[now Burger King] was located right across from the complex 
and was a great place to gather in the evenings…especially 
on the weekends. My roommate and I remain best friends 
to this day. There were also many innocent pranks played…
especially via telephone, but those were the days without 
caller ID!

ALUMNI ASSOcIATION 
hELPS USD  

wELcOME STUDENTS  
TO cAMPUS

hOUSINg MEMORIES
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Harvey C. Jewett IV– Public Service
Harvey Jewett received his B.A. from USD in 1970 and J.D. in 
1973 after serving as editor-in-chief of the South Dakota Law 
Review. in addition to a successful career in law and private 
business, Jewett has spent many years serving the citizens of 
South Dakota. Most notably, he was appointed by Governor Bill 
Janklow to the South Dakota Board of Regents in 1997 and was 
elected to serve as president of the board in 1999, a capacity he 
served in for an unprecedented 10-year period. His tenure will 
continue through 2011. Additionally, he serves or has served 
on many boards and committees, including the Governor’s 
Commission on K–12 Education, Great Plains Education 
Foundation, Dakota Corp Scholarship Program, Education 
Assistance Corporation, Student Loan Finance Corporation, 
the USD Foundation, the USD Law School Foundation and 
Children’s Home Society, among others. in recognition of his 
service to the State, Jewett was inducted into the South Dakota 
Hall of Fame in 2005. A member of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
fraternity, Jewett and his wife, Cynthia, live in Aberdeen, where 
he serves as President and Chief operating officer of the Rivett 
Group, LLC.

Dr. Elizabeth Foley Zorn–Professional Achievement
Elizabeth Foley Zorn graduated from USD with her B.S. in 
1987 and her M.D. in 1991. on campus, she attained several 
leadership roles, including president of the Alpha Phi sorority and 
vice president of the student body. After graduation, Dr. Zorn 
continued to distinguish herself as a leader, as intern of the Year, 
Resident of the Year and Chief Resident at the Good Samaritan 

Regional Medical Center in Phoenix. Later, she took the position 
of Medical Director of the Pediatric Critical Care Unit at Phoenix 
Children’s Pediatric intensive Care Unit, the largest of its kind in 
the Southwest. Most recently, Dr. Zorn became the first woman 
elected Medical Staff President at Phoenix Children’s Hospital. 
She provides educational opportunities for future medical 
professionals through the establishment of the Dr. R.J. and Phyllis 
Foley Endowed Scholarship, and by teaching medical students 
and residents. An alumna of Alpha Phi, she and her husband, 
James, live in Phoenix with their children, Emma and Alex.

Mike and Julia (Nielsen) Chaney–Service to the University
The Chaney family has a long history of supporting the 
University and the Vermillion community. Mike and Julia, who 
met at USD, obtained their bachelor’s degrees in 1963. Since 
then, they have supported Coyote athletics and served on the 
Board of Directors of the USD Alumni Association, with Mike 
serving as treasurer for over 28 years. For nearly a decade, Julia 
worked at the USD Alumni Association, where she helped plan 
Dakota Days and other events, while diligently keeping alumni 
records up-to-date and acting as curator of the “Yote Notes” 
section of The South Dakotan. Additionally, the Chaneys have 
maintained strong ties with their respective Greek organizations: 
Beta Theta Pi and Pi Beta Phi. Julia served on the Pi Beta Phi 
House Corporation Board for 25 years. Mike and Julia reside 
in Vermillion, where Mike works at Chaney Corinsurance 
at CorTrust Bank and Julia has enjoyed her retirement since 
December 2009. They have two children, Chris and Stefanie,  
and four grandchildren. 

ThREE hONORED wITh  
ALUMNI AchIEvEMENT AwARD

ARoUND CAMPUS

A trio of distinguished alumni was honored at the annual  
alumni banquet, held at the Muenster University Center  

during Dakota Days in October. 

Mike Chaney, President James W. Abbott, Julia (Nielsen) Chaney, Harvey Jewett and Elizabeth Foley Zorn
 Recipients of the 2010 President’s Awards for Research 
Excellence and innovation & Entrepreneurship are Ranjit 
Koodali, Ph.D., assistant professor of chemistry; John Koster, 
professor of music and conservator, National Music Museum; and 
William Anderson, Ph.D., assistant professor of political science 
and director of the Government Research Bureau.
 President’s Research Day is an annual showcase for research 
and creative activities at USD. The program included recognition 
of the honorees and a keynote lecture, “Salamanders in the 
American Tropics: A Remarkable Adaptive Radiation at Risk,”  
by David B. Wake, Ph.D., professor emeritus of integrative 
biology and curator of herpetology at the University of  
California, Berkeley.
 “We’re pleased to honor such an outstanding group of 
researchers this year,” said Laura J. Jenski, Ph.D., vice president 
for research at USD. “our recipients have established vibrant 
research programs that integrate student learning and involve 
extensive collaborations.”

Koodali was the recipient in the Early/
Mid-career category for 2010. He joined  
the USD faculty in 2005 as part of a 
state-funded Center for Research and 
Development of Light Activated Materials 
(CDRLM) at USD. A senior scientist 
within the state’s NSF-EPSCoR-Research 
infrastructure improvement project,  
Koodali provides leadership for major 
projects in titanium oxide-based dye-

sensitized solar cells as well as in photocatalysis. He served as 
principal investigator for two funded NSF-Multi-user Research 
instrumentation grants helping to bring large, costly instruments 
such as a Liquid Chromatography-Mass Spectrometer and a 
powder X-ray diffractometer to support the research efforts of  
the chemistry department.
 Koster was this year’s honoree in the Established Faculty 
category. A member of the USD faculty since 1991, Koster is 
conservator of the collections at the National Music Museum and 
research has been a major component of his workload. Koster’s 

work has drawn national and international 
attention, as he has published 45 articles 
and 10 reviews in prominent international 
scholarly journals, and he has been invited 
to contribute several articles to standard 
reference works, including The New Grove 
Dictionary of Music and Musicians and J.S. 
Bach in the oxford Composer Companions 
series. This past year, Koster delivered 
papers at the annual meeting of the 
American Musical instrument Society at the Library of Congress, 
at the “Keyboard Music and instruments in the Spanish Empire, 
16th–17th Centuries,” conference in Spain and at conferences in 
England and Germany.

 Anderson was the 2010 recipient of 
the President’s Award for innovation 
& Entrepreneurship, which recognizes 
accomplishments related to the 
commercialization of innovative research. 
A member of the USD faculty since 2006, 
his leadership at the Government Research 
Bureau has helped shape the department 
into becoming a revenue-generating, grant 
and contract-seeking entity at USD. With 

his research and service obligations intertwined, Anderson is 
responsible for being an emissary to South Dakota’s nonprofit 
organizations, governments, trade associations and for-profit 
businesses. Since becoming director, Anderson has helped the 
Government Research Bureau grow to a University-based business 
that has been a critical asset to the University community. Today, 
the Government Research Bureau is working with clients as 
diverse as the Sioux Falls School District, the South Dakota 
Community Foundation and the State Departments of Public 
Safety, Environment, and Natural Resources and Transportation.
 For more information about President’s Research Day 2010, 
or to learn more about the office of Research and Sponsored 
Programs, please visit www.usd.edu/orsp.

FAcULTy cOMMENDED  
     FOR RESEARch

Three members of The University of South Dakota faculty were  
recognized for their outstanding research and creative work during 
President’s Research Day on Oct. 27 at the Muenster University Center.



10     The South Dakotan

 After olwell graduated from USD in December 2009, 
she moved back to Sioux Falls and eventually began work as a 
seamstress and sales representative at the French Door, a bridal 
shop in Sioux Falls. olwell graduated with a degree in technical 
theatre with an emphasis in costume design.
 olwell said she and Treloar talked about starting a brick and 
mortar shop in Sioux Falls about a year and a half ago. The two 
soon decided it would take time to come up with the funds 
to back the shop, but selling online would allow them to get 
their idea rolling. “Ultimately, the lofty goal is to be the leading 
provider of handmade and vintage clothing online,” Treloar said. 
“Right now it’s still evolving, but in broad terms Katie and i  
will continue to expand online and eventually build a shop in 
Sioux Falls.”
 Many of the pieces in the collection are items olwell and 
Treloar have collected and altered over time. They both act as 
resource buyers of vintage clothing from two very different areas 
of the country.
 olwell said the key to her method of searching for vintage is 
to go with an open mind. She said colors, bold patterns and small 
details are strong indicators that draw her to pick out clothes 

from thrift store racks and bins. “When i find an exceptional 
item, i feel lucky that i found it and that nobody else has seen the 
potential of the piece,” olwell said. “i feel like i find the things 
people overlook.”
 Sioux Falls native Catherine Holland, a mutual friend of 
olwell and Treloar’s, said vintage clothing is not only a good way 
of reusing clothes, it has a much more unique feel than going to 
retail stores. “i always enjoy the possibilities of having something 
no one else will have,” Holland said. “New clothing stores have 
a nice presentation, but there’s also 30 of a kind laying out at a 
time. Why not take something old and make it new again?”
 Treloar said their common dream is not just focused on 
vintage clothing, but both of their interests gravitated towards 
vintage clothes, and so their business did as well. “Really, our 

ideal goal is not just about vintage, but it’s to give 
other people clothing that makes them feel good,” 
Treloar said. “ideally, that helps  
the environment.”
 USD sophomore Rebekah Rinehart also 
said the style allows for a more unique form 
of expression. She said she enjoys digging 
through her mother’s closet for old T-shirts 
and going to antique stores to find jewelry 
and clothing with bold retro prints. After 
finding the used items, Rinehart often 
alters them to make them even more 
unique to her taste.
 “i think this line is a fabulous 
idea,” Rinehart said. “Most people 
here don’t know much about vintage 
clothing, but i think [The Vintage 
Youth] can get it to catch on. it might take 
a couple of years, but people will follow 
the trend once they start seeing more 
of it.”

 
 
 
 
     
   

  Treloar said resources for those who wish to buy and alter 
vintage clothes are cheap and easily accessible in South Dakota. 
it just takes a do-it-yourself attitude and motivation. “Not only is 
it cheaper and more unique, you get a better sense of self because 
it’s more unique,” Treloar said. “The confidence that such unique 
items can give you in your presentation are motivation factors to 
do the work.”
 For olwell, fashion is the ultimate form of self-expression.  
She said the clothing people choose to wear gives the impression 
of whom they are and how they want to present themselves.
“The people who want to care, care,” olwell said. “The people 
who can afford to care, care.”
 Find olwell’s collection at TheVintageYouth.com.

The University of South Dakota alumna 
Katie Olwell ’09 knows she can’t afford 
groceries right now.
 The gutsy seamstress’s wages went toward an airplane ticket to Los 
Angeles to meet her friend and business partner, bringing with her the 
used clothes she chose to buy this week instead of food. “it’s not just 
another dream that’s not going to come to fruition,” olwell said. “it can 
work and it must work. i’ll do anything to keep my dream alive.”
 The dream olwell refers to is the duo’s premier fashion line by the 
name of The Vintage Youth. The business went live with an online 
presence in September 2010. 
 Two hours after the pieces were posted online, olwell’s partner, Sioux 
Falls native, Cierra Treloar, told olwell they sold a silk jacket to a woman 
in Canada. “That first sale was a complete turning point,” Treloar said. 
“The project evolved from a hobby into an actual business, a real entity 
outside of our passion.”
 Treloar said they always knew they wanted to be involved with 
clothing, but it took the two friends five years to hone in on their ideas, 
narrow their interests and formulate a business plan that would allow 
them to launch the clothing line.
 olwell and Treloar met during their freshman year at USD  
in fall 2005. Treloar transferred after two years and is now majoring in 
costume design for film at Woodbury University near Los Angeles.

by Ngoc Thach
Story reprinted with permission from the Oct. 20  
issue of The Volante. Photos by John Larson.
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 i couldn’t help but think of this on the afternoon of Sept. 29,  
as i listened to that familiar voice coming through my cell phone’s 
earpiece. instead of describing a dramatic scene full of world-
changing events, though, Brokaw ’64 B.A., ’80 H.L.D., was 
telling me about driving north on Dakota Street in Vermillion 
and asking about the location of USD’s recently constructed 
Muenster University Center—the venue for our interview.  
The effect was more than a little surreal. 
 on my best days, i probably couldn’t march an army down 
a straight road, but i managed to provide accurate enough 
directions that he arrived at the second-floor conference room in 
the Muenster University Center a short time later. 
 i had 10 minutes of questions with Brokaw on the heels  
an interview he was giving for South Dakota Public Broadcasting,  
who were kind enough to leave their cameras rolling. After that, 
Brokaw would proceed to another room to take questions from  
the area media, then to a pre-speech dinner and finally to his 
scheduled address, entitled “Uncle Sam Needs Us.” The address  
was to take place in celebration of the 100th anniversary of  
W. o. “Doc” Farber’s birth—a longtime professor of political 
science at USD who, until his passing in 2007, dedicated his  
life to the University and to the people of South Dakota, while 
serving as a lifelong mentor to countless students. over the  
decades, those students closest to Farber became affectionately 
known as “Farber Boys.” Among them are former U.S. Senator 
Larry Pressler ’64 B.A., Senator Tim Johnson ’69 B.A., ’70 M.A., 
’75 J.D., and USA Today founder Al Neuharth ’50 B.A., ’80 
H.L.D.—along with Brokaw, who credits much of his  
success to Doc’s guidance and influence. 
 in our time together, we touched upon the state of  
American politics, cable news and even Dakota Days. But as a 
graduate of the USD Department of Political Science and its  
W.o. Farber Center for Civic Leadership, i was most eager to  
ask about Doc Farber himself. After exchanging pleasantries,  
that’s precisely where we began our conversation. 

When i was a senior in high school, 
i was kind of a whiz kid—Boy’s 
State governor, president of our class 
when i was a junior, an athlete—and 

everybody had high expectations for me. Doc Farber had me 
come down to the University campus, though i was already going 

to [the University of ] iowa. i kind 
of ran off the rails at iowa, so i 
came back to South Dakota. 
 Farber said, “We have high 
expectations for you. Consider the 
possibilities,” and i continued to go 
about my errant ways. A lot of my 
friends were pretty puzzled by that, 
and [Farber] was very disappointed. 
 So, before i began my junior year, he took me aside and said 
“You know, just get out of here for a while and get it all out of 
your system.” i was quite startled, because no professor ever said 
to drop out until you figure out how to get your legs back. 
 And so i did, and six months later, i came crawling back to 
him. i was working in Sioux City at the television station, doing 
the weekend news and a lot of other stuff, and i said, “There’s a 
carpool—i can come up and go to school from eight until noon.” 
He filled out my class schedule, told me what grade point he 
expected from me, and he cracked down on me. it’s exactly what i 
needed at exactly the right time.  

i heard from him all the time. i’d 
get home after a long, grueling night 
on election nights or conventions or 
tragedies or presidential resignations, and 

there’d be a message on the phone. And it’d be Bill: “Tom that 
was just excellent,” or “Tom, did you think about doing this?” 
and he’d have a couple of suggestions for me.
 And he never hesitated to send students my way, or to say  
“i’m coming to New York, and i’ll have a couple of our students 
with us. We expect to be entertained at 30 Rockefeller Plaza and 
that you’ll take us to dinner.” You just didn’t have any choice. 

Well, i think in a way he’d be…excited is 
not quite the right word. But he would be 
challenging his students. He would say,  
“This is a historic change in American 
politics. You’ve got to get involved. What’s 

this all about? Where did it come from? Why has the Tea Party 
taken hold the way it has? Why are independents a larger party 
than Republicans and Democrats? What’s the impact going to be?” 
 And then he’d probably look at the economics of public 
policy and say, “What are we going to do about that in South 

C o N S i D E R i N G  T H E 

PoSSiBiLiTiES 
A Conversation with Tom Brokaw 

By Doug Murano

Could you tell us a 
bit about Doc Farber’s 
influence on your life? 

Did his mentorship 
continue post-
graduation? 

What do you think 
Doc would make 
of today’s political 
landscape? 

Growing up, whenever i’d hear Tom Brokaw’s distinctive cadence filtered 
through a telephone connection, it was almost always because he was 

reporting to NBC studios from some exotic locale or a far-away warzone.
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You know, i never thought in those terms, 
really. When i got to be anchor of “Nightly 
News,” that was a station in life i guess i never 
thought i’d achieve. i suppose in the back of 
my mind, it was an objective of some kind, 
but knew that just because i had gotten the 
job, i hadn’t made it. i had to succeed at it. 
And in journalism, you have to succeed day, 
after day, after day. 
 i have a couple of friends in New York 
who have been very, very successful as writers 

and as authors of big books. one is from 
omaha, Curt Anderson, and another one 
is Calvin Trillin, who writes for The New 
Yorker—great humorist from Kansas City. 
And when we get together, i often say,  
“Don’t you get the feeling that, any day, 
someone’s going to tap you on the shoulder 
and say, ‘Hey, you gotta go back now.’”  
And they all agree with me. And so, i’ve  
never thought i’ve made it. i’ve just got to 
keep earning it every day. 

Dakota? We’re still operating like it’s the beginning of the 20th 
century—it’s the beginning of the 21st century. We’ve got to  
get out of the horse-and-buggy days. How are we going to  
change that?”

 He’d be challenging his students to be thinking about that. 

i think you have to step up.  
Everybody’s been kind of riding a 
boom for the last few years, and then 
it cratered. The economy collapsed 
all around us. And it’s going to have 
a profound effect on this country and 
where it finds itself in the world.  

When Bill Clinton came out of the recession that was at the  
tail-end of the George Bush presidency and the beginning of  
Bill’s, or when Ronald Reagan came out of a very sharp recession  
in the first two years of his administration, we didn’t have india  
and China on the horizon. oil was $15 a barrel—or $12 a barrel. 
There were lots of American jobs in traditional manufacturing.  
All of that has gone away. 
 And so we have to be much more imaginative. We’re going 
to have to be tougher on each other about what our priorities are, 

because it’s no longer just, wave a wand and say, “i’m America,  
i can do whatever i want to.” 
 At the same time, i find that very exciting. one hundred  
years from now, i’ve been saying to audiences, historians will 
judge our time not just by how President obama does or what 
the Tea Party does. 
 We’re all involved. They’re going to say, “Did that generation 
measure up?”

No. We move on. And what i say to 
audiences is that there are still a lot 
of places that you can turn to, to get 
what we describe as objective news. 
That’s almost impossible in a pure 
sense to have, but you have many 

more choices now. You have to be more proactive as a consumer 
of news. You can’t be a couch potato. A lot of people who  
live in this country grew up going to the front stoop in the 
morning, picked up the paper, watched a little bit of the  
“Today Show,” or watched me at night or Dan [Rather] or  
Peter [Jennings]—or before us Walter Cronkite, and that 
was good enough. Now, you’ve got to be a lot tougher about 
where you get the information. Does it hold up? Does it retain 
credibility over a long period of time? 
 i say to audiences: You’ve got to bring the same kind of 
skepticism into where you get your news as when you buy a car, 
or a shirt or an appliance of some kind. And there are a lot more 
choices out there now. You can see the BBC, or you can see an 
expanded Jim Lehrer report, so there are still a lot of places to get 
the news. Brian Williams, Diane Sawyer, Katie [Couric]—they’re 
doing a good job. They just have a lot more competition. 

Yeah, i do. i remember one Dakota 
Day. it was a terrible, raging blizzard. 
Everything was kind of immobilized, 
and i had brought in a date from the 
University of iowa. She was from the 
North Shore of Chicago. i think she 
thought she’d landed in Siberia. She 

couldn’t believe what we had going on. 
 And then, when i was a senior, i was a Dakotan. i was, at 
that point, very involved with Meredith [’62 B.A., ’99 H.L.D.], 
and we had a little cadre of us who hung out at a place called 
The Alamo, which is where i lived. it was an old converted 
laundromat. We’d had a pretty raucous party the night before, 
and my parents came over on Saturday morning. My mother had 
a great stunt. She called and said “President i.D. Weeks is coming 
by later.” His son was a friend of ours, and so we all rushed back 
and cleaned it up in about 20 minutes. Later, my mother said, “i 
was pulling your leg. i.D. Weeks is not coming, but you had to 
do something about that.” it worked pretty well. 

What would you say to 
someone of my generation 
or current students at 
USD who want to meet 
today’s challenges? 

What do you think 
about today’s politically 
charged news media?  
Is there any way back?    

Do you have any 
fond Dakota Days 
memories that you 
want to share with 
our readers?       

By any reasonable measure, 
your life’s story is the tale of 
someone who has made it. 
Was there a moment that it 
clicked and you said, ‘Yeah, 
I’ve made it?’”   

 After the interview (and shamelessly dropping all 
journalistic pretentions) i asked Brokaw to autograph 
the list of questions i’d brought with me. i watched him 

scan the marked-up printed page for a moment 
before he began to jot something down. As he 
handed it back to me, we made small talk over a 
gift bag of USD goodies i’d presented to him on 
behalf of the Alumni Association. i didn’t think 
to examine his note in detail until later. 
      That evening, during his public address 
to a wall-to-wall crowd in the Muenster 
University Center’s ballroom, Brokaw 
expanded upon many of the themes we 
discussed during our conversation—the 
need for collective ingenuity and shared 
sacrifice; the value in humbly going about 

one’s job and making a genuine contribution; the power 
of the American spirit and the way it makes possible 
what might seem like unattainable goals. But most of 
all, he encouraged us to do what Doc Farber had urged 
so many to do throughout his lifetime: consider the 
possibilities. He emphasized that each of the challenges 
we face today presents an array of opportunities, but 
we have to have the will and the means to seize upon 
them. Brokaw spoke about the importance of higher 
education and its role in helping us to recognize what is 
possible while assisting us to act in a way that supports 
our values, principles and the betterment of society. The 
address served as a touching and compelling case for 
Brokaw’s vision of America’s future, and an impressive 
testament to the lasting impact of Doc Farber’s life. 
 After the program, my wife and i headed 
downtown for a glass of wine. Finally able to relax 
and assess the events of the past few hours, she and i 
chuckled at the strange symmetry of the experience. it 

began with Tom Brokaw asking me for directions, and 
ended with him delivering a speech about the direction 
he believes America ought to go. Around that time,  
i finally looked down at the note he’d left on my list  
of questions. “Did i pass the test?” he’d jotted above  
his jagged signature. While i strongly suspect he’d  
asked the question with tongue stuck firmly in cheek, 
i’d been asking that same question of myself since the 
interview ended. 
 on the quiet drive back home to Sioux City, 
broader concerns began to creep in as i thought back 
to some of the things Brokaw said during our interview 
and in his speech. Faced with the sheer scale of some 
of the problems we’re up against, i worried whether 
my generation could possibly pass its own formidable 
tests. What i’d seen in the news and in halls of 
government over the past decade—two grueling wars, 
growing political divides, economic and environmental 
disasters—had not left me with much optimism. 
 Then, something occurred that i didn’t expect. i 
pictured Doc Farber calmly, but firmly, setting a young 
and wayward Tom Brokaw back on the straight and 
narrow. i thought about the resolute wisdom it took to 
do the difficult but necessary things that put him, and 
many others, on the pathway toward decades of service 
and incredible accomplishments. i realized that Doc’s 
legacy of service-learning is alive and well right here at 
The University of South Dakota and within alumni 
around the globe. 
 Thinking back to how it had all started that 
afternoon—with the type of phone call i never 
expected to receive—i took a deep breath and began  
to consider the possibilities. 
 See the complete interview footage at our online 
Community: www.usdalumni.com. 
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 Nearly everything about five-piece rock band Avian Sunrise 

suggests positivity. First, there’s the name, which evokes images 

of uplift and renewal. Then, there are the tunes, characterized by 

soaring melodies and hopeful, heartfelt lyrics. You could also apply 

these themes to their current upward trajectory in popularity. Just 

a year and a half after forming, the self-described “piano rock” 

group has already opened for national acts like owl City, charmed 

listeners at the region’s major summer festivals and licensed music 

to some of the most popular television networks. 

 it may come as something of a surprise, then, that the band 

got its start under what most would consider incredibly somber 

circumstances. Then again, perhaps it’s fitting that their story serves 

as an effective illustration of that old saying: it’s always darkest 

before the dawn.

Beginnings
 it began in 2008 when Bryan Wehrkamp, (lead vocals, 

piano) then a student at USD, decided to do something special 

for his sister, Lyndsey, who was struggling with severe depression. 

Wehrkamp wanted to compose a song that would provide her with 

some measure of comfort. “it was written with purpose; to try and 

help her out,” said Wehrkamp. 

 one day, he played an early version for his friend, Corey Gross 

(bass), who suggested they try to jam the song with a full band in 

order to flesh out the sound. “At the time, Corey wasn’t intending 

to jam, he just knew some other people [who could play]—he’d 

never played an instrument before at this point,” said Wehrkamp. 

 When they brought Luke Volden (guitar), Matt Bump (guitar) 

and Brock Schardin (former drummer) into the mix, the basic 

ingredients of the band were in place. “it just came together really 

fast and we decided to roll with it,” said Wehrkamp. The newly-

formed group carved out some practice space in the basement at 

Pi Kappa Alpha (of which Volden and Bump were members) and 

began to rehearse. Wehrkamp said their abundance of musical 

influences—from reggae to bluegrass to contemporary bands like 

Death Cab for Cutie and The Fray—accounts for the sound they 

eventually developed. “Everyone brings a lot of different influences 

to the table and i think that helps us write the music that we do,” 

he said. 

 Sadly, Wehrkamp’s sister ultimately lost her battle with 

depression shortly before they were able to perform the song for 

her, but the tragedy of her suicide galvanized Wehrkamp’s resolve 

to try to make a difference in people’s lives through music. “That’s 

been the spark to write very meaningful music,” he said. 

Rockers Avian Sunrise Poised for Success 
By Doug Murano

Avian Sunrise (left to right): Matt Bump ’10 ATTD., Luke Volden ’10 B.S., Bryan Wehrkamp ’10 B.S., Paige Vanderweide and Corey Gross ’10 B.B.A.    
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Band on the Rise
Drake Olson ’03 B.S., ’05 M.P.A. 
 Drake olson met Doc Farber 
while still in high school. olson 
says the meeting heavily influenced 
his choice to attend USD. 
Throughout his college experience, 
Farber opened his mind and his 
home to olson, serving as a friend 
and mentor. 
 olson noted the most 
important lessons boiled down to 
three items. “Doc Farber would 
tell me, ‘Drake, you need: The 
background to know, the vision to see, and the will to do in order 
to be successful. Achieving these three aspects will help you in 
achieving anything.’”  
 olson took advantage of opportunities made possible by the 
Farber Fund to travel to Washington D.C., Chicago, France and 
the Czech Republic. “The most notable trip i enjoyed was the legal 
tour in Cuba,” he recalled. “We gained measurable knowledge on 
each destination prior to departure, and enjoyed immeasurable 
experiences within each destination’s government, economy, 
culture and social atmosphere while traveling and learning.”   
 Today, olson works as a sales executive at Globus Medical, 
a medical device company dedicated to spine surgeons. He 
describes his time at USD and his relationship with Doc Farber 
as instrumental in making the transition into his career and 
current public service endeavors. Since 2006, he has also served as 
chairman of the Minnehaha County Republican Party. 
 olson is thankful that Doc’s influence lives on—not only in 
the countless students he mentored, but in the opportunities the 
Farber Fund continues to provide. “Not many, if any, political 
science departments can attribute so much success through one 
professor’s mentoring over 70-plus years. i owe a great deal to my 
dear friend, Dr. William ogden Farber.”   
 

 From 1935 until his death in 2007, W. o. “Doc” Farber was associated with The University of South Dakota, where  
he served as chairman of the Department of Government (later Political Science) and mentored generations of students.  
His enthusiasm for service learning lives on through USD’s W. o. Farber Center for Civic Leadership and the Farber Fund.
 These entities provide the philosophical and practical tools needed to address today’s civic leadership challenges, while 
offering financial support to encourage students to explore the world in which they live. Now totaling approximately $4.5 
million, the Farber Fund provides more than $170,000 each year for student travel and research.  

PRoFiLES iN PoSSiBiLiTY
The Enduring Impact of Doc Farber’s Legacy

Two recent USD grads shared their stories about how  
Doc Farber’s lasting influence enriched their lives and careers.

Heather Fluit ’10 B.A. 
 Majoring in political science wasn’t Heather Fluit’s original plan 
when she enrolled at USD. But by the end of her freshman year, 
she discovered the multitude of opportunities available through the 
Farber Fund and changed course. 
 “i left the volleyball team at the end of my freshman year 
because i wanted to have more time to do things like study abroad 
or have summer internships,” said Fluit. “i then decided to study 
abroad in italy during the second semester of my sophomore year 
and applied for Farber Funding for the first time.”
 it was the first of many travels for Fluit. She went on to 
complete a semester of study abroad, travel to nine different 
countries, complete two summer internships in Washington, D.C., 
attend an international youth leadership conference in Europe and 
complete State Department internship orientation—where she had 
the opportunity to meet former Secretary of State, Dr. Condoleezza 
Rice—all thanks to the Farber Fund. 
 “Very few of the opportunities would have been open to me had 
it not been for Farber Fund support,” she said. “i am now out of 
college with no debt and have some great experiences under my belt, 
in part due to the fund.”
 Today, Fluit continues her globe-trotting ways as an English 
teaching fellow with the Princeton-in-Asia fellowship program in  
Vi Thanh, Vietnam. Primarily, the program places recent college 
grads in under-resourced schools throughout Asia, but also offers 
business, media and non-government organization fellowships. 
 Fluit acknowledged, “What the Farber Fund did for me was 
enable me to have lots of varied experiences which, together, 
prepared me for a year abroad in Vietnam.”  



18     The South Dakotan Winter 2010/11     19

 Approximately 13 USD alumni spent a few days of their 
August 2010 at a campground near Maple Lake, Minn. with 
some very special children at Spirit Camp, where water fights, 
singing around the campfire and fun were the only requirements. 
 Spirit Camp, one of eight summer children’s camps sponsored 
by Sanford Health, aims to improve the quality of life for 
individuals with spina bifida. it allows children a chance to 
discover that their disabilities are common to others and offers 
activities that promote self-esteem, creativity and self-expression 
in a therapeutic environment.
 Marilee Kontz, children’s camping coordinator at Sanford 
Children’s, estimates that USD grads have been involved with 
Spirit Camp for about a dozen years, and are involved with 
other Sanford camps as well, including camps for children with 
illnesses, physical disabilities and who are dealing with grief.  
 Alumnus Joe Jamison ’06 B.F.A., ’08 M.B.A. worked at 
Spirit Camp for the first time this summer as a camp counselor. 
introduced to the camp by friends from his years spent at USD, 
Jamison jumped at the opportunity when encouraged to apply. 
“My friends love Spirit Camp and talk about it often. They really 
talked it up, so i couldn’t pass up the opportunity,” he said.
 Whether it was general coursework, service-learning, 
extracurricular activities or faculty inspiration, most participating 
alumni would agree that their USD influences helped prepare 
them for their Spirit Camp roles. 
 Randall Van Bemmel, ’06 B.A., ’10 M.P.A. spent a week at 
the camp this summer for the 7th time. Formerly a counselor and 
now the camp’s sports and recreation director, he is quick to credit 
his USD instructors for their influences. “Classes i took from 
Dr. Matt Fairholm (political science) and Dr. Terry Robertson 
(communication studies) really showed me the power of working 
in teams as well as the difficulty that can be encountered from 
trying to change people’s ways of thinking,” he said. “i couldn’t 
help but be influenced by their philosophies.” 

 Service-learning also came into play. Brock Shardin, ’10 
B.A. participated in several volunteer activities during his 
undergraduate years, including Big Pal/Little Pal and Adopt-A-
Grandparent, and taught Spanish at Jolley Elementary for Beyond 
School Adventures, an after-school program. His capstone course, 
“Art with Heart,” a service-learning project, involved a silent 
auction of various works of art to raise money for a local family 
who had lost their home to a fire. 
 Now a graduate student at The U, Shardin continues to serve. 
in the winter of 2010–11, he will join the USD Winter Break 
AWoL trip to Memphis, Tenn. to volunteer at Le Bonheur 
Children’s Hospital in a graduate assistant capacity. “To me, 
volunteering and service work is a lifelong commitment. i don’t 
volunteer just to fill my résumé or log hours; i do it for the 
amazing feeling it creates inside me. There is no better feeling 
than giving your time in service to others.”
 Van Bemell agreed. “Every year the entire camp makes a  
huge impact on me,” he said. “The one week i spend at camp 
gives me enough motivation to get through the rest of the year. 
of course, there are always little instances with specific campers 
that make us laugh or cry, but in general, the entire camp is 
incredibly moving.”
 Kontz hopes USD graduates continue to spend time in 
the Sanford Children’s camps. “As the word spreads when the 
counselors return home, more and more students want to be 
involved,” Kontz said. “We have the best counselors around.”  
And with a very low turnover rate, most counselors return 
summer after summer, some for as many as 20 years.
 it doesn’t appear that keeping USD grads involved will be  
a problem. 
 “i wouldn’t pass up the opportunity to spend time with those 
amazing kids and a group of USD friends,” said Jamison. “Not  
a chance.”

ALUMNI INSPIRED 
TO hELP chILDREN 
wITh SPEcIAL NEEDS

Summer fun isn’t just for kids.

 The band continued to practice while writing new material, 
and on Dec. 12, 2008, played its first full gig at Raziel’s 
in downtown Vermillion. The response, said Volden, was 
overwhelming. “They had to lock up the doors because it was  
too full,” he noted. 
 Wehrkamp said the show was an important turning point for 
the group. “i don’t know that we had solidified in our heads that we 
were going to be in this for the long haul,” he said. The size of the 
crowd and its reaction to the music, however, encouraged them to 
keep going and become more serious in their musical pursuits. 
 The band credits personal networks they formed while at USD 
for making the night such a success and providing a significant base 
of early fans. “Corey was in track, and a large number of people 
at the first show we played were on the track team,” said Volden. 
“Matt and i were [members of Pi Kappa Alpha] and a large number 
of those guys came.” 
 Lessons from the classroom also assisted the band as it ramped 
up its tour schedule, refined its sound and expanded its marketing 
efforts. “i took marketing classes—so did Corey—and that helped 
us figure out how to promote shows,” said Volden. “Bryan has 
taken music theory. it’s been interesting to see how everything we 
learned and the networks we built worked in our favor.” 

Refining the Approach
 The band didn’t waste any time getting into the studio on the 
heels of their early success, and by early 2009, they were recording 
their first EP, “Your Broken Fall,” named after the title track—the 
song that originally brought the band together. The move from 
playing live venues to the pressurized environment of the studio 
took some getting used to, Wehrkamp admits. “it was a big 
learning process for all of us,” he said. “When you’re in the studio, 
everything is under a microscope. You have to really have your  
parts dialed in.” 
 Their follow-up EP, “A Noisy World,” was released in early 
2010 and features the fruits of these lessons with a tighter sound 
and better production. The EP also garnered some positive 
press from local media like the Sioux City Journal and industry 
publications like AbsolutePunk. 
 Developing an engaging stage presence was another challenge 
for the new band, said Volden, who said that playing his parts in 
ways that were visually interesting sometimes felt like rewriting the 
set each night. “i was really comfortable with guitar, but playing live 
is a whole different ball game,” he said. “You try to do things that 
will wow people who are watching, so it’s not just them standing 
there and watching you play the instrument.”
 The band also ramped up its marketing efforts, and has 
engaged a growing legion of fans via social media like MySpace, 
Facebook and YouTube. “We try to be really personal with them,” 
said Wehrkamp. “i feel that’s important. Fans can log on to view a 

tour schedule, read blogs, listen to new songs, and watch videos that 
provide an inside peek at what it’s like to be in the band.” 

Happening Now 
 Though they’ve had their share of the types of hard knocks 
and tough lessons that accompany any rock and roll story—illness, 
inadequate transportation, lineup changes, sketchy venues—today, 
Avian Sunrise is going stronger than ever. With new drummer  
Paige Vanderweide in tow (Schardin ’10 B.S. recently decided to 
pursue graduate school full-time at USD), the band is currently 
planning its first full-length album, slated for recording sometime 
in early 2011. 
 That means stretching themselves creatively by writing as many 
songs as possible before heading into the studio, and hoping for 
a little magic when it comes time to record. “To do a full-length 
album, we’ll want to include maybe 12 songs, but you want to go 
into the studio with more than 20 songs so you can choose the best 
12 that fit and are best for the album,” said Volden. “We’re really 
focusing on our writing and making the best songs that we can and 
trying to show the diversity that we can do.”
 They’ve also made efforts to expand their audience with some 
creative marketing strategies. in the last year, they licensed their 
music to several national television networks. Listen for them to 
show up on soundtracks of smash-hit shows on networks like 
MTV, E!, and VH1. Although there are no guarantees that their 
music will appear on the air, making it through the licensing 
process represented an exciting step into a larger world. “First,  
they have to listen to your music and decide if they want to accept 
you,” said Volden. “it’s cool that we have the possibility that we’re 
going to be on those shows, and that we made it through the 
filtering process.” 

Plans 
 For a group who has enjoyed a great amount of success in a 
very short time, you might expect them to spout grandiose visions 
of the future when asked about their plans. But if Wehrkamp has 
any Bono-esque aspirations, he certainly doesn’t let on. in the end, 
he says it’s about the five of them reaching out to listeners with 
sincere music and lyrics, and connecting through everyday human 
experience. Wehrkamp, along with the rest of the band, seem as 
excited to talk about playing Vermillion as they do when they 
imagine what it would be like to play Wembley Stadium. 
 “i think we all feel very blessed, so we want to play music 
together for as long as we can,” said Wehrkamp. “it’s rewarding to 
see how we’ve affected some people…even if it’s one person out of 
a crowd of 100. if they’ve been moved by our music or just walk 
away having had a good time, it’s worth the work we’ve put in.” 
 Listen to their music, watch concert footage and learn more 
about Avian Sunrise at their MySpace page: www.myspace.com/
aviansunrise. And don’t forget to “like” them on Facebook. 

Matt Hammer ’07 B.S., ’10 M.A., (L) and Randall Van Bemmel ’06 

B.A., ’10 M.P.A. (R) with a young camper.
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• Theme: Join the REDvolution!

• Mr. Dakota: Dzenan Berberovic (Pi Kappa Alpha) 
of Sioux Falls, S.D. Sponsored by Dance Marathon. 

• Ms. Dakota: Molly Mack (Kappa Alpha Theta) of 
Redfield, S.D. Sponsored by the Newman Center. 

• 96th Annual Dakota Days Parade Marshall: 
U.S. Senator John Thune ’84 M.B.A. 

• Weather: Sunny, clear and in the 60’s. 

• Football Game Results: Coyotes defeated the University 
of North Dakota Fighting Sioux, 27–17. 

• Special Events: Class of 1960 reunion at the Al Neuharth 
Media Center; Class of 1970 gathering at the Inman  
House; Annual Alumni Dinner and Awards in the  
Muenster University Center; Afterglow at Fine Arts  
featuring a live performance by The Fabulous Apostles;  
First-ever D-Days Downtown Bash, sponsored by the  
USD Alumni Association and 605 Magazine with 
live performances by Léo Silva and Avian Sunrise. 

Dakota Days 2010: 
REDvolution REwinD
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 A joint venture between The USD Foundation and USD’s 
Student Government Association (SGA), the goal is to fund 
the creation of a statue that would be a pride piece realistically 
representing the campus and its coyote mascot. 
 SGA president Tim Carr passionately believes in campus 
traditions. He voiced early support for the project and rallied 
students behind him. “The entire USD community stands to 
benefit from creating a lasting tradition on campus,” he said. 
“Traditions enhance the quality of the USD experience for 
current students and ensure that they stay connected to campus 
as alumni. A coyote statue will serve as a lasting symbol of school 
pride that all members of the USD community can rally behind.”
 “This is something that we’ve been talking about for years,” 
said Erin Allen, director of annual giving at The University  
of South Dakota Foundation. “When we became aware of 
student interest, we thought a partnership with SGA was a  
great opportunity.”  
 Dean of Fine Arts Larry Schou agreed. “As dean, my position 
is to support art on campus. This is one of the few important 
sculptures we’ve had in several years. The art faculty, the president, 
everyone would like to see more art on campus and this piece has 
potential to be a rallying point and source of pride.”
 Schou and Carr co-chair a committee working through the 
process. Advertisements have been published in national art 
and sculpture journals promoting the contest and calling for 

submissions. once submissions are collected, the committee will 
choose the finalists, who will then create small replica statues 
called “maquettes.”
 When students return to campus in the fall of 2011, their job 
begins. “With the maquettes on display, students will have the 
opportunity to vote on their favorites in exchange for a donation 
of any amount into coin jars,” Allen explained. 
 Voting will continue throughout Dakota Days, giving visitors 
and alumni an opportunity to view the maquettes and vote as 
well. once the votes have been tallied, the University facilities 
committee will submit its choice to President Abbott, who 
will have the final vote. Schou hopes to have the statue in its 
permanent home on campus by spring commencement in 2012.
 The student philanthropy campaign began in 2006, hoping to 
inspire students to begin a lifelong process of giving back to USD. 
Last year, the campaign earned the nickname “The Piggy Project” 
because of the red piggy banks students were encouraged to fill 
with their contributions. “We’ll definitely be using the pigs again 
this year,” explained Allen. “The students enjoyed them and we 
had a terrific response.” Students will be challenged to raise funds 
and SGA and The Foundation will contribute the balance of 
the $50,000 needed to complete the project. Student giving will 
commence during late winter and spring. 
 For more information, visit www.usd.edu/fine-arts/
competition.cfm or contact erin.allen@usdfoundation.org.

 The inman Award, the highest recognition the 
Foundation bestows, is named in honor of Darwin 
and Adele inman, two of the University’s earliest 
champions. The inmans worked tirelessly to help establish 
the University and their influence can be seen throughout 
campus, documented on numerous plaques on USD’s 
historic buildings and even in their beautifully restored 
home, the inman House, which is the current home 
for USD presidents and their families.
 This year’s recipient of the inman Award is John 
Lohre. Lohre, a Vermillion native, began his formal 
connection to USD when he entered as a freshman 
in 1950. in 1954, he graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Applied Science, and his USD education 
became the foundation for a broad and diverse career. He was 
honored by the University in 2002 with a Doctor of Humane 
Letters, an honorary degree given for distinguished service.
 Lohre began his career in Chicago, employed by Chicago 
Bridge and iron Company for five years. He then moved into 
banking, starting at The First National Bank of Chicago. After 
10 years, Lohre took all he’d learned in banking and industry, 
moved to Colorado and helped establish the First Municipal 
Leasing Corporation, a company which pioneered the use of tax 

exempt financing techniques to facilitate the sale of 
technological and industrial equipment to state and 

local government entities, particularly large universities. 
The sale of this company gave John the opportunity 

for more entrepreneurial endeavors, both directly and as a 
passive investor. Through the years, Lohre has pursued 

real estate investments, fast food franchise ownership 
and a software business specializing in writing and 

marketing accounting software programs for 
agricultural enterprises.
 Civic-minded, Lohre has served on boards 
for small business enterprises, home owner 

associations, a Vail metropolitan district, a 
Colorado archeological school and camp, the Rocky Mountain 
Harvard alumni and his church. Maintaining a strong connection 
to his alma maters, Lohre has also served as the 1959 class agent 
for Harvard Business School and a trustee at The University of 
South Dakota Foundation. Through his work with The USD 
Foundation, Lohre served two terms on the board of directors 
and was on the national steering committee for Campaign South 
Dakota. He has given generously, supporting scholarships and 
endowing a distinguished professorship that was bestowed upon 
the dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. 

LOhRE REcEIvES FOUNDATION’S        
PRESTIgIOUS INMAN AwARD

The interpretation of the University’s mascot may 

be in the medium and expression of the designer’s 

choosing, and experience in large-scale community 

sculpture building is not required. USD will award 

$30,000 for the purchase of the winning sculpture 

(all-inclusive for materials and production), $1,000 

for delivery of the sculpture and will pay for normal 

installation cost. The winning artist will be required 

to be present for the installation of the sculpture 

and USD will provide up to $1,000 for travel 

expenses. Application deadline is April 29, 2011.  

For more application information and specifics, visit 

www.usd.edu/fine-arts/competition.cfm. 

USD is accepting proposals 
from artists, national and  
local, interested in creating  
a sculpture of a coyote to  
be sited prominently  
on campus. 

Each year, the USD Foundation celebrates the volunteers  
who have distinguished themselves through their service to  

the Foundation and the University by honoring them at  
an awards luncheon during Dakota Days celebrations.

Paul J. Lewis, John Lohre, Doyle Knudson and President James W. Abbott

This year’s student philanthropy project is the biggest 
and most ambitious to-date. 

cULTIvATINg cAMPUS PRIDE
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 on oct. 22, 2010, The USD Foundation hosted its first-ever Women 
in Philanthropy event at the John A. Day Gallery inside the Warren M. 
Lee Center for the Fine Arts. 
 During this one-day workshop, a select group of women, all leaders 
in their communities, were invited to participate in an educational 
forum meant to engage and empower them to become philanthropists 
benefitting USD and other causes. Susan Tuve, director of planned giving 
at The University of South Dakota Foundation, organized the event, 
partnered with alumna Marilyn Hagberg ’98 J.D. and Jami Wermers of 
Security National Bank in Sioux City, iowa. 
 “We definitely see a need for this group,” explained Tuve. “Sixty 
percent of the students on this campus are women. in 20 years, they 
will be our primary constituency. Statistics describing older and younger 
women—the Boomer women and the Generation X and Y women— 
all support that women have different needs and expectations when they 
give. They like to create, connect and collaborate. They commit their 
money. Their primary motivation to give is to bring about change and 
when they do, they celebrate.” 
 Tuve brought together women of different generations and 
backgrounds to gain a broad perspective in the planning session. She 
hopes to create a permanent group in the future. “The Foundation has 
been working toward this for a while. We began planning in 2007 and are 
thrilled to have such a positive response to this first event,” she said.
 The goals of the session were to first educate about the differences in 
philanthropic giving between men and women and women of different 
generations, and then to discuss options that other universities are using 
to find a plan that USD alumnae would support. Morning sessions 
focused on historical perspectives and financial tools; afternoon sessions 
were collaborative. Groups discussed impact giving and how to raise 
philanthropic children. The philanthropic concept of giving circles was 
also explored. 
 “our next challenge is to take the feedback we received and move 
forward,” Tuve said. “We need to figure out what best serves our alumnae.” 
 

ALUMNAE gAThER FOR  
wOMEN IN PhILANThROPy EvENT

 one year ago, The USD Foundation 
unveiled the Coyote Commitment Scholarship 
Program, based on the original Promise 
Program that was begun in 2002. With the 
goal of broadening the reach of scholarships by 
offering to a greater number of high-achieving 
students, the program reached new heights 
this year. More than 1,500 students benefitted 
from more than $2.3 million. With strong 
support from generous donors, the scholarship 
challenge is in full swing and the results are 
evident on campus.
 First offered in 2002, the Promise Program 
began by offering $1,000 annual scholarships. 
After initial success and aspiring to increase 
enrollment and raise academic standards, the 
original program was expanded in 2007 to 
offer three additional levels of scholarship. in 
2009, the program was renamed the Coyote 
Commitment Scholarship Program and 
another level of scholarship was added. The 
program adopted the slogan “Changing Lives, 
Changing the World” and student awards now 
range from $1,000 to $3,000 per year. 
 These additional scholarships support 
USD’s strategic plan (2007–2012), which 
sets academic excellence as its first goal. 
Specific criteria for enrollment numbers and 
the academic standards that these students 
must meet are rigorous. “There is no question 
that if the University is to meet its goal of enrolling 1,200 
highly qualified first-time full-time freshmen students with 50 
percent scoring 24 or above on the ACT, we must be able to 
offer significant scholarships to attract the best and brightest,” 
President James W. Abbott explained. “Great students are faced 
with an array of offers from many schools. if we want to be their 
first choice, we need to offer competitive scholarships.”

 The financial incentive appears to be paying 
off. Fall 2010 enrollment is up. First-time, 
full-time freshmen number 1,034, and total fall 
enrollment is 534 students ahead of last year, at 
10,151. Not surprisingly, much of this success is 
attributed to competitive scholarships. 
   This success pleases USD Foundation 
President Bryan Benchoff. “The Foundation’s 
role and mission is to support the University’s 
priorities where only private funding can address 
the needs,” Benchoff said. “Scholarship support 
has been and will continue to be at the forefront 
of the Foundation’s fundraising efforts because  
there is a tremendous need on the part of  
South Dakota students and families.”
   Students receiving these scholarships agree. 
Scholarship recipient and senior biology major 
Sara Word explained, “For me, this scholarship 
truly has made going to college easier. The 
Coyote Commitment scholarship has allowed 
me to not have to work during the school 
year. Although academics are my number one 
priority, my college experience would not be 
complete without volunteerism and campus 
participation. Had i been forced to work, i 
would not have time to be committed to either 
of these.” Word keeps herself busy on campus 
as president of Alpha Phi sorority and morale 
captain of Dance Marathon. 
    Alumni and friends can make a huge 

difference at USD by investing in the Coyote Commitment 
Scholarship Program, supporting an award of $1,000, $1,500, 
$1,750, $2,000 or $3,000 per year with a four-year pledge. 
Donors may name the scholarship for themselves or in honor or 
memory of a family member or friend. For more information, 
contact Tom Stogsdill, vice president for development at  
1-800-521-3575 or tom.stogsdill@usdfoundation.org.

cOyOTE cOMMITMENT SchOLARShIPS 
BENEFIT STUDENTS

“Sixty percent of the  
students on this campus  

are women. In 20 years,  
they will be our  

primary constituency.”

“For me, this scholarship 

truly has made going to 

college easier.  

The Coyote Commitment 

scholarship has allowed me 

to not have to work during 

the school year.”

—Sara Word

“There is no question that if the University is to meet its goal of enrolling 1,200 highly qualified  

first-time full-time freshmen students with 50 percent scoring 24 or above on the ACT,  

we must be able to offer significant scholarships to attract the best and brightest.”

—President James W. Abbott

Jami Wermers, Susan Tuve and Marilyn Hagberg

For more information, contact Susan Tuve at susan.tuve@usdfoundation.org or 605-677-5527.
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 if one listens closely, a trace of a New York 
accent is noticeable in Jack Doyle’s voice. But 
it’s only a trace. Although he was raised in 
New York, Doyle is a true South Dakotan. 
South Dakota, Vermillion and USD are dear 
to his heart, and he has a story to prove it. 
He’s quick to smile, remembers the name of 
everybody he’s ever met, and, after 39 years 
of employment at The University of South 
Dakota and The USD Foundation, is one  
of the University’s best historical references. 
Doyle retired on Sept. 30. 
 His tenure at USD goes back to 1971 
when, after a successful career coaching high 
school teams in western South Dakota, Doyle 
became The U’s assistant basketball coach. Two years later, he 
became the school’s 13th head coach, ranking a prominent place 
in history books as USD’s third winningest coach. He stepped 
down in 1982 to focus on administrative duties and was named 

athletic director in 1983, a position he held until 1999. Twenty-
one North Central Conference championships, seven regional 
titles, consecutive trips to the Division ii Elite Eight and a trip to 
the NCAA football championship game highlighted his career. 
His athletic tenure became the stuff of legend, and these are the 
stories he loves to share. 
 one story is about one of USD’s most noticeable buildings—
the DakotaDome. As with anything, a lot of political 
maneuvering was involved. “We received a grant from the  
tate,” Doyle recalled. “$5.2 million. This magical number just 
happened to be the same amount SDSU had received to build 
its basketball facility.” Everyone thought USD would build 
something similar, but plans were developed for a dome. “We had 
a beautiful dome…called it ‘The Cadillac.’ And when bids came 
in, it was $3 million over. So it looked like that was going to be 
the end of the Dome.” 
 But it wasn’t. Powerful friends and generous alumni who 
believed in the project helped with the financial needs, and a  
New York architect whose specialty was building domes supplied 
the plans. “it was a challenge,” Doyle recalled. “one of the 
questions that came up was whether the Dome could hold 

the snow that we get in South Dakota.” 
Unfortunately, the original roof collapsed 
two different times. it was replaced with a 
permanent roof in 2000.
     Nine years of coaching offered many 
highlights and many opportunities for 
stories. “We played 22 Division i schools 
from California to New orleans. We played 
indiana University the year after they had won 
a national championship,” Doyle said. The 
most notable trip, however, was one that many 
may not remember. “i took a team to Cuba,” 
recalled Doyle. “We were the first Americans 
to go into Cuba since the Bay of Pigs.” 
     in April of 1977, Senator George 

McGovern and Senator James Abourezk organized a basketball 
game between a Cuban team and a team composed of players 
from USD and SDSU. “The Cuban people love sports. We 
were treated like royalty,” Doyle remembered. Although the 

state department labeled the trip unofficial and the outcome of 
the games was not what Doyle desired, the experience was one 
he’ll never forget. “Those kids got to see firsthand what it meant 
to stand in line to buy bread. [Cuba] had rationing then. They 
couldn’t get any parts for their cars because of the embargo. it was 
a very educational experience—really something.” 
 After retiring from athletics in 1999, Doyle moved on to the 
USD Foundation where he worked on numerous special projects. 
He raised funds for scholarships, Dakota Days activities, various 
buildings, Campaign South Dakota and several other projects.  
“it was a high honor for me to have Jack on the fundraising staff,” 
said Foundation Vice President for Development Tom Stogsdill. 
“He worked tirelessly and enthusiastically to accomplish our 
objectives, and he will long be remembered for his integrity, hard 
work and gentlemanly demeanor.”
 Retirement seems to suit Doyle. Always a coach, he rarely 
misses a game. one can find him in the stands cheering on the 
Coyotes and mentally coaching. “i haven’t lost a game since i 
resigned—i’m undefeated,” he joked. And he’s always up for 
another new adventure. He even tried surfing a few years ago…
but that’s another story.

DOyLE STEPS DOwN AFTER 39 yEARS

PhONEcENTER SURgES FORwARD UNDER NEw MANAgEMENT

 Michael Magoon has joined the Foundation staff as associate 

vice president for development and Kathy Larson has become 

associate director of development for the Western region of the 

United States. 

 Vice President for Development Tom Stogsdill is thrilled 

with the additions of Magoon and Larson. “The arrivals of Mike 

and Kathy augment the professional level of our staff,” he said. 

“We have superior talents in all of our strategically important 

fundraising positions.”

 A professional with more than 20 years of experience 

in higher education fundraising, Magoon has worked in 

development positions at Elon University in North Carolina, 

oberlin College in ohio and St. Lawrence University in 

northern New York. At USD, Magoon’s primary responsibilities 

include managing the Foundation’s major gifts program and 

covering the Eastern region of the U.S. 

 Magoon began work at the Foundation in September and 

is enjoying getting to know South Dakota and visiting with 

alumni and friends. “i’m excited to represent such an amazing 

University,” he said. “Not enough people realize what a jewel 

USD is.” Magoon makes his home in Vermillion. 

 Coming from the University of North Carolina in Charlotte, 

Larson began work at the Foundation in early November. 

originally from the Minneapolis area, she is thrilled to be 

returning to the Midwest and looks forward to her work at the 

Foundation. “it feels like coming home,” she explained. “Work 

style and camaraderie are very unique in this part of the country, 

and i’m pleased that the priorities and culture of the Foundation 

have been truly represented.” 

 With experience in fundraising and financial services in her 

background, Larson views her success as a major gifts officer as 

“contingent on building relationships to work for the good of 

the University.” Larson lives in Vermillion; her husband and two 

sons, currently in North Carolina, plan to join her soon.

TwO PROFESSIONALS   
 JOIN FOUNDATION STAFF

New faces have filled vacant offices in the Wagner Center  

and brought The USD Foundation development staff to 

full capacity. 

 The USD Foundation’s PhoneCenter is heading 
in a new direction under the watchful eye of Amy 
Renneke, assistant director of annual giving. She 
brings four years of call center experience from 
Morningside College in Sioux City, iowa and a 
background as a fundraising consultant. Renneke 
began her position in September. 

What’s new in the PhoneCenter?

Amy: it’s a great time to be a part of our 
PhoneCenter. We are always changing and adapting 
to the needs of our alumni and student callers. i’ve 
been implementing strategies that focus on the areas 
of communication, efficiency, accountability and fun. 
We’re trying to make the most out of each connection 
we make with alumni and striving to have more 
conversational encounters. Student callers update 
nearby alumni on campus activities that they might 
be interested in attending, but also report on these 

activities for alumni and friends further away. Callers 
also focus on asking more questions, trying to better 
meet the needs of alumni and friends they call. We’re 
also having a lot of fun!

What are your impressions of USD?

Amy: it’s so friendly! Everywhere on campus people 
are greeted with smiles and welcoming attitudes. i’m 
also amazed at how USD is able to meet its students’ 
needs, providing travel experiences, internships and 
other opportunities for every student who desires 
them. Working with students daily, i have learned 
that they are passionate about what is going on at 
USD and are only limited by financial resources. 
These students inspire me to work harder to raise 
even more funds so they have more opportunities. 
 Students continue to call for various school and 
college funds. When you get the call, remember your 
passion, share experiences and give back to USD.

“I took a team to Cuba…We were the first Americans to go into Cuba since the Bay of Pigs.” 
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David Sayler, Patty Viverito, President James W. AbbottViverito (R) reacts to President Abbott’s formal acceptance 
into the MVFC as David Sayler (L) looks on.

ATHLETiCS

in what Athletic Director David Sayler 
dubbed “a most historic and wonderful 
occasion,” the Coyotes have become the 
Missouri Valley Football Conference’s 
(MVFC) 10th member.

 in an eleventh-hour development, MVFC Commissioner Patty 
Viverito extended a formal invitation for the Coyotes to join the 
conference, one that was enthusiastically and formally accepted by 
USD President James W. Abbott at a Nov. 4 news conference in 
the Muenster University Center.
 USD, in its third year of transition to Division i status, 
currently competes in the Great West Conference for most of its 
sports. However, the Great West Football Conference will dissolve 
after the 2011 season, which left the Coyote football program 
needing to find another home for 2012 and beyond.
 The Coyotes were granted admission into The Summit League 
for all sports except football (as the Summit League doesn’t offer a 
football affiliation) in April 2009, and will become a full-fledged 
member of that conference on July 1, 2011.
 According to Viverito, the vote by the MVFC to extend 
USD the invitation was unanimous. “[The MVFC was] always 
favorably disposed to having South Dakota as a member-we just 
had to make the numbers work,” she said. “After the 10-team 
model came along, we were able to make it all come together.”

Renewed Rivalries
 USD’s acceptance brings the MVFC to 10 teams and fortifies 
a tight footprint in the Midwest. The MVFC has three teams 
in the Dakotas; with that, there is prime opportunity to renew 
some great rivalries with South Dakota State University and 
North Dakota State University, as well as with the University of 
Northern iowa, from days of those schools’ Division ii North 
Central Conference (NCC) affiliations.
 According to Sayler, “The move to the MVFC will stabilize 
and define football in the Midwest for decades to come. it will 
re-establish long-standing rivalries while also creating new ones.”
 With five other MVFC competitors located within 700 miles 
of Vermillion, alumni and supporters will be afforded plenty of 
opportunities to catch the Coyotes in action both on the road and 
in the DakotaDome. The Coyotes will play a schedule of eight 
conference games each season, four home and four away.
 Thanks to these revived competitions, Sayler says USD 
Athletics can expect increased ticket demand and revenue stream 
for all sports, which will mean increased funding for operational 
support like travel and coaches’ salaries.
 “To join a league as strong as the Missouri Valley Football 
Conference is a great step forward for South Dakota Athletics 
and the University as a whole,” Sayler said. “The MVFC is an 
established group with regional ties to some exciting rivalries and 
that is what college football is built on. As the athletic department 
embarks on new facility projects, growing the Howling Pack 
and increasing University enrollment, this move strengthens our 
position at the FCS level.”

Coyotes Make Move  
  to Missouri Valley  
Football Conference
  Regional Rivalries to be Renewed in 2012

About the MVFC
 The Missouri Valley Football Conference formed 
in 1985 as the Gateway Football Conference 
until rebranding in June 2008. one of the most 
stable NCAA Football Championship Subdivision 
conferences, the MVFC has five charter institutions 
and only 11 members in its history. The league 
claimed FCS titles in 1997 and 2002 and has had a 
member ranked number one in the nation in seven 
of the past eight seasons. South Dakota is the first 
school to join since NDSU and SDSU in 2008.

MVFC Members

• illinois State  • South Dakota

• indiana State   • South Dakota State

• Missouri State  • Southern illinois

• North Dakota State • Western illinois

• Northern iowa  • Youngstown State

Coyotes Ramp Up Gameday Atmosphere
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Cedar Falls, Iowa
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 USD Athletics is going guns blazing toward its goal of 

taking the football gameday atmosphere to the next level by 

making it an experience, not just a sporting event. The way  

USD is doing that, according to David Herbster, associate 

athletic director, is multifaceted; but it’s an approach that 

seems to work. 

 First and foremost, the Coyotes are starting new traditions. 

During the 2010 football season, many efforts were put into 

making Tailgate Nation the best tailgating experience Coyote 

fans have seen. Tailgating spaces were doubled and its location 

was moved closer to campus, between Coyote Village and the 

DakotaDome. Student-specific tailgating areas were added, 

which garnered tremendous response, and various campus 

entities also became involved; the HPER club staffed the Yippin’ 

Yote Kids Zone, where cheerleaders painted faces and children 

enjoyed activities like inflatables and flag football games.

 In addition, the “Yote Walk,” a spirited football team 

processional, began its tenure. The Yote Walk, led by the 

marching band and football supporters, escorted the team to 

the DakotaDome two hours prior to each game’s kick-off.

 Also new this year were strengthened relationships with 

sponsors, resulting in more involved gameday and on-field 

promotions. “In these tough economic times, we’ve had an 

increase in our sponsorship agreements. Revenue generated 

this season exceeded last year by more than $50,000,” Herbster 

said. “Athletic departments much larger than ours have 

experienced decreases in 

revenue. That speaks volumes 

for the momentum this 

Division I move has given us.”

 When it comes to actual game time, in 

conjunction with utilizing the Daktronics video 

board and USD band more, additional and more 

tailored on-field promotions were held, where prizes 

ranging from pizzas to televisions to airline tickets were 

given away.

 Campus entities such as the admissions office 

are getting into the habit of using gameday and its 

energetic environment as a student recruitment tool to 

showcase the campus. “The pregame activities allow us 

to be part of an event that is University wide—not just a 

football game—and that has an impact on prospective 

students to see everything USD has to offer,” Scott 

Pohlson, dean of enrollment, said. “They get to see all 

aspects of campus and the bottom line is that they’re 

looking to see what the experience of campus life at 

USD is all about.”

 Herbster added, “Even though someone may not be 

a football fan, this is a way to celebrate the University. We 

hope that this boost in atmosphere creates a connection 

with our fans and their families so a legacy of pride can 

continue throughout our University and Coyote Athletics.” 
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L–R: Matt Hoyt, Bill Bruns, Jodi Altenburg, Kris Crosson, Matt Chatham,  
P.J. Maloney

ATHLETiCS

 The University of South Dakota athletic department inducted five former 
student-athletes, along with special contributors, into the Coyote Sports Hall of 
Fame in September during a ceremony at the Muenster University Center.
 Athletes entering the Hall of Fame include Jodi (Pipes) Altenburg, Bill Bruns, 
Matt Chatham, Kris (Breuer) Crosson and Matt Hoyt, along with special 
contributor P.J. Maloney. Also recognized were the 1972–1974 football teams, 
which tied for the North Central Conference title for three straight years, as part 
of the Hall of Fame’s Special Achievement category. 
 originally of Armour, S.D., Jodi (Pipes) Altenburg was one of the best point 
guards in USD women’s basketball history. She ranks third in all-time assists 
with 507 and is second in all-time steals with 249. Altenburg earned first-team 
All-NCC honors in 1990–91, when she averaged 12.2 points, 4.1 assists and 3.0 
steals per game, along with shooting 41 percent from the floor and 75.3 percent 
from the free-throw line. Altenburg finished her career with 888 points. At 
Armour High School, she was a three-time all-state selection and was a finalist for 
the Miss South Dakota basketball award. Altenburg graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in education in 1993 and currently works as a middle school reading 
teacher in DeSmet, S.D. She lives in DeSmet with her husband Jim and two 
children, Chase and Sydney.
 Bill Bruns was one of the greatest basketball players in Coyote history. Bruns 
finished his career with 1,048 points and 521 rebounds and is one of 20 USD 
players to have eclipsed 1,000 points and 500 rebounds for his career. Bruns 
accomplished those feats in just three seasons at USD. Bruns was a two-time  
All-North Central Conference selection and averaged an impressive 17.1 points 
for his career. He scored a career-high 34 points against St. olaf in 1964 and 
posted a career-high 23 rebounds against oshkosh State in 1964. Bruns, a native 
of Sioux Falls, is a 1966 USD graduate with a degree in education, and went 
on to build a long, successful career in the sales industry. Bruns and his wife, 
Carolyn, who live in Sioux Falls, have three children—Kathy, William and 
Julie—and 10 grandchildren.
 Before winning three Super Bowl rings with the New England Patriots,  
Matt Chatham enjoyed a successful football career at USD. Chatham, a 
Sioux City North graduate, was a second-team All-NCC pick as a junior after 
recording an impressive 95 tackles. As a senior, Chatham enjoyed another 

Coyote Hall  
Grows  

with Five  
Inductees

strong season with 74 tackles, including 41 solos, to go with an 
interception. Chatham finished his career with 228 tackles, 10 
sacks and 23.5 tackles for loss. Chatham was a three-time All-
Academic selection by the NCC. After graduating from USD 
in 1999 with a double major in criminal justice and English, 
Chatham went on to play in the NFL with the New England 
Patriots (2000–05) and the New York Jets (2006–08). Chatham 
was part of Super Bowl-winning teams with New England in 
2001, 2003 and 2004. Chatham and his wife, Erin (Magel)  
’00 B.S. (a former Coyote softball player) live in Bellingham, 
Mass., with their son Lex.
 Kris (Breuer) Crosson, a native of Armstrong, iowa, is one of 
the great softball pitchers in Coyote history. She is USD softball’s 
all-time leader in wins with 57, and is third in career ERA at 
2.41. Crosson was a two-time All-NCC selection. Breuer also 
was a second-team All-Region selection in 1998, when she set 
a USD record with 20 wins in a season. She is second in career 
strikeouts (504) and innings pitched (701.1) and is third in career 
complete games. Breuer is also USD’s all-time leader in saves 
and her 175 strikeouts in 1998 is third most in a season in USD 
history. Crosson graduated from USD with a degree in elementary 
education in 1999 and works as a certified child-life specialist in 
Des Moines, iowa, where she lives with her husband Trevor ’98 
B.S.R. (a former USD football player) and four children—Ryan, 
Mac, Macie and Cain.
 one of the best cross country and track and field performers 
in USD history, Matt Hoyt was an eight-time All-American. 
The native of Burlington, Wyo. was named the NCAA Division 
ii Track and Field Athlete of the Year in 2000 and the NCAA 
Division ii Cross Country Athlete of the Year in 1998. At the 
2000 track and field nationals, Hoyt had one of the most brilliant 
and gutsy performances in South Dakota school history. Hoyt 
finished in the top five of three of the most grueling events in track 
and field (second, 10,000m; third, 5,000m; and fourth, 3,000m 
steeplechase). He also finished second in the 10,000-meter run 

at the NCAA Division ii Meet in 1998 and was a member of the 
1997 national champion cross country squad at USD. He was 
the NCC and North Central Region cross country champion in 
both 1997 and 1998, the only time that has been accomplished 
in school history. Hoyt is a 2000 USD graduate and works as a 
physical therapist at Sanford Health in Vermillion.
 P.J. Maloney has been a long-time supporter of USD athletics 
and the University as a whole. A 1959 USD graduate with a 
degree in business and industrial management, Maloney has 
been active in various fundraising efforts and has provided 
unwavering support to USD athletics. Maloney has served on the 
USD Athletic Board of Control, the USD Foundation Executive 
Committee and USD Hall of Fame Committee, along with being 
a member of the USD Alumni Association Board of Directors. 
Maloney and his wife, Kathie, reside in Sioux Falls and have four 
children, two of whom have graduated from USD.
 The 1972, 1973 and 1974 Coyote football teams enjoyed one 
of the most successful three-year runs in school history under 
Coach Joe Salem. All three squads tied for a share of the North 
Central Conference title. During that three-year stretch, USD 
finished 25–7 overall and 17–4 in NCC play. The 1972 team 
finished 9–1, which is a tie for second for the best winning 
percentage in a single-season in USD history. The 1972 Coyotes 
finished 6–1 in the league. The 1973 team was 8–3 overall and 
also finished 6–1 in league play and qualified for the Division ii 
playoffs. The 1974 team finished 8–3 with a 5–2 league record. in 
the three-year span, USD had 16 All-NCC players and two All-
Americans (Gary Kipling, 1972, and Dwight Duncombe, 1974). 
Four USD players were named NCC MVPs at their positions, 
including Gary Kipling (oL, 1972), Henry Heider (DB, 1972), 
Vern Henderson (oL, 1973) and Dave Garner (DL, 1973).
 The induction of the Class of 2010 increases the Coyotes Sports 
Hall of Fame membership to 264 since the first Hall of Fame class 
was inducted in 1972. For a full list of Hall of Fame members, 
visit www.usdcoyotes.com/info/halloffame.

The induction of the 
Class of 2010 increases 
the Coyote Sports Hall 
of Fame membership 

to 264 since the first 
Hall of Fame class was 

inducted in 1972.

Members of the 1972–1974 football team Emcee Greg Merrigan Athletic Director  
David Sayler
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Duane Leach ’57 B.A., 
’59 M.A., has been named 
a professor emeritus by 
the University of Texas 
System Board of Regents, 
a distinction university 
officials said is reserved 
for a select few faculty 
members after many years 
of service. 

Richard E. Brown ’66 
B.A., ’67 M.A., is serving 
as director of development 
with the South Dakota 
Parks and Wildlife 
Foundation. 

David R. Gienapp ’64 
B.A., was presented with 
the annual Fred J. Nichol 
Award for outstanding 
Jurist by the S.D. Trial 
Lawyers Association. 

Michael J. Ogborn ’69 
B.A., ’72 J.D., was elected 
chairman of the American 
Short Line and Regional 
Railroad Association 
(ASLRRA) at its annual 
meeting on May 4 in 
orlando, Fla. for a three-
year term. 

Arthur L. Rusch ’68 
B.S.B.A., ’71 J.D., 
received the 2010 
Volunteer Service Award 
from the USD School of 
Law for the significant 
volunteer time that he has 
devoted to the law school 
over many years. 

Roger L. Van Ommeren 
’61 B.A., has published 
From Rebellion to 
Submission, the story of 
Willie Williams, who grew 
up in Mississippi in the 
70s and devoted his early 
years to drugs and alcohol. 
He became a drug dealer 
and spent two terms in 
Parchman Penitentiary. 
Willie credits his faith 

to his recovery. Today, 
he has a radio program 
that reaches beyond his 
community. Dr. Van 
ommeren is a retired 
journalist and professor.

Dorothy Alther ’78 B.A., 
was honored by the 
National Association of 
indian Legal Services with  
its Pierce-Hickerson Award. 

Richard “Dick” Casey ’74 
B.A., ’77 J.D., is president 
of the South Dakota 
State Bar Association 
(2010/2011). He has been 
with the law firm of Lynn, 
Jackson, Schultz, Lebrun, 
P.C. since 2001, where 
he focuses his practice on 
employment law, public 
law and personal injury. 

Wally A. Eklund ’71 J.D., 
was appointed 7th Circuit 

Court Judge in S.D. by 
Gov. Mike Rounds. 

William B. Hofer ’79 B.S., 
has been appointed as  
the chief geologist at  
Jerritt Canyon. 

Dwayne N. Knutsen ’73 
B.A., was appointed 8th 
Judicial District Judge  
in Minnesota. 

David R. Olson ’70 B.A., 
a Merrill Lynch financial 
advisor, is recognized as 
one of the top advisors  
in South Dakota by 
Barron’s on the “America’s 
Top 1,000 Advisors:  
State-by-State” list,  
which was published in 
the Feb. 22 edition of 
Barron’s magazine. 

Jeffrey A. Pederson ’79 
B.A., ’84 M.P.Ad., is  
the city manager of 
Paducah, Ky. 

Carolyn (Cooley) Stamm 
’79 B.S.Ed., a gifted-
education resources 

teacher, has been named 
outstanding Middle 
School Teacher of the Year 
by the Curry School of 
Education Foundation. 

Anita K. (Barrett) Winter 
’72 B.S.Ed., has been 
elected by the South 
Dakota Association of 
School Psychologists as 
the state delegate to the 
National Association of 
School Psychologists. 

Dennis Zicko ’70 
M.N.S., will receive the 
Massachusetts College 
of Liberal Arts Alumni 
Association’s Award for 
outstanding Service to  
the College. 

Daniel T. Brick ’84 B.S., 
is now the director of 
intelligence for the Air 
and Maritime operations 
Center (Dept. of 

Annie Leibovitz, Sir Salman Rushdie, Laura Linney and 
Greg Mortenson

A look at what’s happening around campus…

Greg Mortenson ’83 B.L.S., A.A., was among four 
renowned leaders and achievers honored with the 
31st annual Common Wealth Awards of Distinguished 
Service, which recognize and encourage outstanding 
achievement worldwide in designated fields of human 
endeavor. Mortenson, renowned humanitarian, peace-
builder and #1 New York Times bestselling author, 
received the 2010 Common Wealth Award for Public 
Service at an April 2010 ceremony in Wilmington, 
Del. Mortenson was recognized alongside famed 
photographer Annie Leibovitz, actress Laura Linney 
and writer Sir Salman Rushdie. While not overseas for 
half of the year, Mortenson lives in Montana with his 
wife, Dr. Tara Bishop, a clinical psychologist, and their 
two young children.

Health Happenings 
Hundreds of high school students from  
South Dakota, iowa, Minnesota and  
Nebraska discovered a world of career 
opportunities at the 2010 Health  
Happenings event on Nov. 11 at  
USD’s Muenster University Center.  
Throughout the day, participants met  
with faculty and health care professionals  
to learn about how to prepare for careers  
in health sciences.

Oracle of Omaha 
Approximately 20 Beacom School of 
Business students were invited to  
meet with omaha businessman  
Warren Buffett for a noon lunch on  
oct. 22. While it’s difficult for some  
of the world’s shrewdest investors to  
meet with Buffett, this was the fifth  
time in six years that USD business 
majors have been invited to spend time 
with the CEo of Berkshire Hathaway. 

Preparing our 
Teachers 
The USD School of Education  
has been selected by the Bush 
Foundation to participate in a 
partnership focused on transforming 
teacher preparation programs in 
Minnesota, North Dakota and  
South Dakota. Collectively, the  
14 participating institutions will 
produce at least 25,000 new,  
effective teachers in the next 10 years.

Dreaming Dakota
Dr. Brian Bedard, professor of English at The U, was chosen by his  
peers to deliver this year’s 58th Annual Harrington Lecture, presenting  
“Dreaming Dakota: image and Story.” The Harrington Lecture is  
named in honor of Elbert Harrington (1901–87), professor of speech  
and dean (1945–70) of the College of Arts & Sciences.

A Big Production
USD Theatre opened its 2010 season 
oct. 20–24 with a production of  
Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
iconic musical “Evita,” which chronicles 
the meteoric rise of the ambitious 
and charismatic Eva (Duarte) Perón, 
who rose from a life of poverty and 
illegitimacy to become First Lady of 
Argentina. The production starred 
Maggie Conley of Des Moines, iowa as 
Eva Perón and Tyler Hudson of South 
Sioux City, Neb. as Col. Juan Perón.

Around the World in Film
Through co-sponsorship between Pi Sigma Alpha  
and the Political Science League, the international 
Film Series will screen 14 films from around the  
world this year. The series, now in its third year, 
usually sees between 50 and 115 in attendance for 
the free Wednesday night screenings in Farber Hall. 
Last year’s top draws were the German film The 
Counterfeiters and The Pope’s Toilet from Uruguay.
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Homeland Security/
Customs and Border 
Protection). Additionally, 
Dan is pursuing an 
executive management 
master’s from the Peter F. 
Drucker and Masotoshi  
ito Graduate School  
of Management.

Susan J. (DeWald) Carlson 
’88 B.S.Ed., was selected as 
the Wyoming math winner 
of the 2009 Presidential 
Award for Math and 
Science teachers. She and 
her husband, Mike, live  
in Casper, Wyo. with their 
two boys, Caleb (15) and 
Jared (12). She teaches 
math at Kelly Walsh  
High School. 

Dan Dummermuth ’86 
M.A., was named CEo 
of the Pikes Peak Region 
YMCA Board of Directors. 
Dan has over 23 years of 
experience with the YMCA 
movement and has served 
as senior vice president of 
operations at the YMCA  
of the Pikes Peak Region 
since 2003. 

Jeffrey J. Edman ’86 
B.S.B.A., a Merrill 
Lynch financial advisor, 
is recognized as one of 
the top advisors in South 
Dakota by Barron’s on 
the “America’s Top 1,000 
Advisors: State-by-State” 
list, which was published 
in the Feb. 22 edition of 
Barron’s magazine. 

Douglas C. Einsel 
’83 B.S., was recently 
promoted to GS-15. He is 
now the Naval Criminal 
investigative Service 
(NCiS) Liaison officer/
Senior Representative to 
the office of the Under 
Secretary of Defense 
for intelligence in the 
Counterintelligence 
Directorate at the 
Pentagon. Einsel attends 

to various Department of 
Defense counterintelligence 
matters germane to NCiS 
and other Department of  
Navy entities.

Patrick Goetzinger ’82 
B.S., ’88 J.D., was elected 
as president-elect of the 
State Bar of South Dakota 
June 18 at its annual 
meeting in Rapid City. Pat 
is a partner in the law firm 
of Gunderson, Palmer, 
Nelson & Ashmore LLP 
located in Rapid City, 
S.D., which has  
19 attorneys. 

David Hoss ’81 B.S.Ed., 
is among 62 outstanding 
elementary and middle 
school principals from 
schools across the nation 
and abroad who have been 
named as 2010 National 
Distinguished Principals 
(NDP) by the National 
Association of Elementary 
School Principals (NAESP).  
Hoss is principal of 
Singapore American School 
in Singapore.

Stephen Kopp ’82 B.S., 
’84 M.A., is owner and 
founder of A Zing Zap 
Cleaning Service and a 
partner with Cleaning for 
a Reason which provides 
home cleaning for women 
undergoing chemotherapy 
and/or radiation therapy 
for cancer. 

Michael Lambrecht 
’80 B.S., is serving as 
the director of human 
resources at the College of 
Western idaho. 

Greg Mortenson ’83 
B.L.S., ’83 A.A., renowned 
humanitarian, co-founder 
of Central Asia institute 
and founder of Pennies 
for Peace, was honored 
with the 31st annual 
Commonwealth Awards of 
Distinguished Service. The 
awards recognize  

and encourage outstanding 
achievement worldwide  
in designated fields of 
human endeavor.

Gregory Olson ’85 
M.F.A., was honored 
by the governor and the 
Missouri Humanities 
Council with a Governor’s 
Humanities Award on May 
12 for exemplary literary 
achievement with his book 
about the ioway Native 
Americans, The Ioway in 
Missouri. olson is currently 
the curator of exhibits and 
special projects for the 
Missouri State Archives in  
Jefferson City.

Raymond Rudolph ’86 
B.S.M.D., M.D., MPH, 
FACS, a breast surgeon at 
the Curtis and Elizabeth 
Anderson Cancer institute 
(ACi) at Memorial 
University Medical Center, 
received an outstanding 
Performance Award from 
the American College of 
Surgeons Commission on 
Cancer. He is one of only 
39 physicians nationwide 
to receive the award.

Thomas Tiahrt ’82 
B.S.B.A., ’91 M.A., has 
joined the faculty at 
Northwestern College, 
orange City, iowa as a 
computer science professor. 

Frederick Villa ’81 B.S.R., 
has been appointed to the 
Advisory Task Force on 
Higher Education and 
Career Readiness by Alaska 
Gov. Sean Parnell. 

Corey Wrenn ’81 B.S.B.A., 
is a shareholder and vice-
president of Pecaut and 
Co., along with serving 
as president of the board 
of directors of Siouxland 
Community Health 
Center. Corey is married 
with three daughters. 

Angela (Torres) Young 
’88 B.A., ’00 J.D., is 

a consultant with Lee 
Enterprises of Little Rock, 
Ark. 

David L. Zimbeck 
’80 B.S., ‘85 J.D., was 
elected chairman of the 
South Dakota Bankers 
Association. He will  
serve in that position 
until June 2011. The 
South Dakota Bankers 
Association serves the 
needs of banks and bankers 
across the state so that they 
may meet the financial 
needs of their customers 
and communities.

Steven Ballard ’95 
B.S., ’98 J.D. Since 
1998, Steven has grown 
his financial planning 
franchise of Ameriprise 
Financial to serve 
individual clients in 18 
states, covering many 
areas of expertise, but 
focusing on professionals 
and small business owners 
with tax, estate and 
retirement advisory and 
wealth management needs. 
He maintains an office 
in Dakota Dunes, S.D. 
and recently expanded to 
Wayne, Neb. with staff 
and associates in support 
of the client service and 
team-oriented practice. 

Jennifer A. (Grouling) 
Cover ’94 B.S.Ed., is 
a Ph.D. candidate in 
rhetoric and writing  
at Virginia Tech. She  
just published the  
book, The Creation of 
Narrative in Tabletop  
Role-Playing Games. 

Ryan Doyle ’98 B.S.B.A., 
’98 M.P.A.C., has 
joined the Eide Bailly 
LLP. partnership in its 
Sioux Falls office. Doyle 

specializes in audit and 
accounting services for 
a variety of industries, 
including ag processing, 
renewable energy, 
general business and 
manufacturing. 

Dustin Duncan ’92 A.A., 
is the program manager 
with AirLink Critical Care 
Transport in Bend, ore. 
Duncan has been married 
for 13 years and the 
couple has two sons. 

Genevieve Evans Taylor 
’94 B.S.R., was honored 
on June 12, 2010 with  
the California State 
University Channel islands 
Division of Student  
Affairs Core Values  
Award for demonstrating 
the division’s core values 
through exemplary  
service to the  
University community. 

Scott Folkers ’93 J.D., 
has joined Winnebago 
industries inc. in the 
position of assistant 
general counsel. 

Tamara E. Hofer ’96 B.S., 
is an economic assistant 
benefit specialist with the 
State of South Dakota. 

Kristin L. Iverson ’98 
B.M., ’02 M.M., has 
joined the LeMars 
Community Schools as an 
elementary music teacher. 

Heather D. (Waring) 
Johnson ’98 B.S., ’01 
M.A., has joined the staff 
at The University of South 
Dakota as the assistant 
director of academic and 
career advising. 

Janet Kittams-Lalley 
’98 B.S., has been named 
executive director of the 
HelpLine Center. She 
serves on the board of 
directors for the South 
Dakota Network Against 
Family Violence and 

Sexual Assault. She also 
serves on the REMSA 
Medical Board. 

Stephen Kleinsmith 
’92 Ed.D., was named 
Missouri’s “Superintendent 
of the Year” for 2010 by 
the Missouri Association 
of School Administrators. 
This award recognizes the 
importance of education 
and the vital work of 
school superintendents. 

Susanne L. Lubbers ’91 
B.S.Ed., assistant professor 
of education and director 
for the Morningside 
Center for Ethics and 
Leadership, was voted 
by the student body as 
“Faculty Person of the 
Year” at Morningside 
College in Sioux City, 
iowa. 

Seth Major ’97 ATTD., 
has joined Gallagher 
Benefit Services as 
an employee benefits 
consultant. 

Jeanie McHugo ’98 B.S., 
has been named program 
director for the Physician 

Assistant Program in the 
Department of Family and 
Community Medicine at 
the School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences at 
UND Medical School. 

Dale Mette ’95 M.F.A., 
has produced a painting 
of a WW ii ship that is 
being donated to the U.S. 
Navy Art Collection at the 
Navy Historical Center 
in Washington, D.C. His 
father served aboard the 
LST 751 and the work 
was produced in honor of 
him and the ship’s officers 
and crew. Dale is an 
honorary crew member of 
the ship.

Jennifer S. Olson ’94 
B.S.Ed., completed a 
M.Ed. in secondary social 
studies in 2004. She is 
currently completing 
an Ed.S. in secondary 
administration at 
Converse College in 
Spartanburg, S.C. and will 
graduate May 2011. 

Mari (Erickson) Ossenfort 
’92 B.S.B.A., general 

manager at KDLT-TV 
in Sioux Falls, S.D., was 
elected to serve on the 
South Dakota Broadcasters 
Association (SDBA) 
Board of Directors at the 
association’s annual State 
Leadership Conference. 

Tim Rall ’91 B.S., will 
teach seventh grade social 
studies at Shattuck Middle 
School. 

Dawn Snow ’94 
B.S.M.D., ’96 M.D., has 
joined Avera Aberdeen 
Family Physicians as a 
family practice physician. 

Jason Stahl ’92 B.S., ’94 
B.S.M.D. was named 
one of “America’s Top 
ophthalmologists”  
for 2010 by the  
Consumer Research 
Council of America. 

Kimberlee Tams ’95 
B.S., ’00 M.D., will serve 
as coroner until a new 
permanent coroner is 
named for Minnehaha 
County. 

Patrick Tschetter ’94 
B.S.B.A., currently the 

CEo and co-owner of 
innovative Bidding, was 
informed that innovative 
Bidding is a semifinalist 
for the 2010 Minnesota 
Cup. The Minnesota 
Cup is a competition 
for entrepeneurs with 
breakthrough business 
ideas. 

Tiffany Von Wald ’95 
B.S., ’99 M.D., has 
joined the Conceptions 
Reproductive Associates 
of Colorado practice 
effective Dec. 6, 2010. 
Dr. Von Wald is board 
certified in reproductive 
endocrinology and 
infertility and obstetrics 
and gynecology.   

Matthew Zabel ’90 
B.S., has been named as 
the Target Corporation’s 
new vice president of 
government affairs. 

Allyson Boeckman ’08 
B.S., is employed as the 
speech teacher with the 
Chester School System. 

Shelby Boese ’03 B.A., 
received an MDiv at Sioux 
Falls Seminary and is 
currently a DMin student 
at United Theological  
in the Twin Cities.  
Shelby has done a church 
plant/new church in  
Sioux Falls, of which he’s 
the lead pastor. 

Paul Brough ’05 B.S., has 
joined Paulsen Marketing, 
a full-service marking 
company specializing 
in agriculture and rural 
lifestyles, as a front-end 
Web developer. 

Neilson Conley ’07 B.S., 
has joined the Sioux Falls 
Police Department as a 
police officer. 

Meghan (Hoppe) Dilges 
’01 B.A., ’04 J.D., joined 
the U.S. Attorney’s office 
for the District of South 
Dakota as an assistant 
United States attorney. 

Michael K. Eide ’01 
B.S., ’05 M.D., recently 
finished training in corneal 
diseases and surgery and 
has taken a position with 

Pete Dexter ’69 B.A., received an honorary Doctor of Letters and 
Literature degree during The U’s 123rd spring commencement in 
May 2010. Dexter, a Hollywood screenwriter and National Book 
Award-winning novelist, also delivered the keynote address, “Does 
Anybody Here Know Where We’re Going?” Dexter was a columnist 
for several high-profile daily newspapers in the United States, 
including the Philadelphia Daily News, the Sacramento Bee and the 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer. His first novel, God’s Pocket, was published 
in 1983. His 1988 novel, Paris Trout, received the National Book 
Award for Fiction. An accomplished screenwriter, Dexter’s 
screenplays include “Rush,” “Michael,” “Mulholland Falls” and 
“The Devil and Daniel Webster.” He was nominated for an Emmy 
in 1992 for Outstanding Writing in a Miniseries or Special for the 
movie based on his award-winning novel, Paris Trout. Dexter 
currently lives in Clinton, Wash.
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ophthalmology Ltd. in 
Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Dylan Eldridge ’10 
B.S.Ed., is teaching high 
school math at Cambridge 
Jr./Sr. High School, along 
with coaching junior high 
girls basketball. 

Melissa Elsen ’06 
B.B.A., along with sister 
Emily, has opened a pie 
shop, Four & Twenty 
Blackbirds, that has been 
featured in New York 
Magazine, The New York 
Times and Martha 
Stewart Living. 

Lindsey (Van Gerpen) 
Fathke ’09 B.S.Ed., is 
the second and third 

grade instructor at the 
Tabor Elementary School 
as well as taking on the 
head volleyball coaching 
position. 

Jenny L. (Miller) 
Goehring ’05 B.S., ’09 
Au.D., is an audiologist 
at Boys Town National 
Research Hospital in 
omaha, Neb. 

Travis J. Hensch ’01 
M.S., has attained K–12 
principal’s licensure via 
Saint Mary’s University-
Minneosta. 

Marice Highstreet ’00 
M.A., ’07 Ed.D., is 
among 62 outstanding 
elementary and middle 

school principals from 
schools across the nation 
and abroad who have been 
named as 2010 National 
Distinguished Principals 
(NDP) by the National 
Association of Elementary 
School Principals 
(NAESP).    

Jeremy Horpedahl ’02 
B.S.B.A., is a new faculty 
member at Buena Vista 
University as assistant 
professor of economics. 

Nicholas P. Hovden ’04 
B.S.Ed., has been named 
the new Coyote head 
men’s and women’s golf 
coach at USD. 

Jennifer (Stillman) 
Johnke ’00 B.S.Ed., ‘03 
M.A., is the new assistant 
principal at Yankton High 
School. Jennifer lives in 
Yankton, S.D., with her 
husband, Erich ’99 J.D., 
and their two sons. 

Jacquelyn (Dice) Johnson 
’00 B.A., was chosen 
as The Daily Republic’s 
“Business Woman of the 
Year.” She is a financial 
adviser and co-owner of 
Dice Financial Services 
Group. She and her 
husband, Dusty, have 
two sons — Max, 5, and 
Ben, 2. 

Paul Krueger ’04 M.S., 
has accepted a position 
with Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of South 
Dakota. 

Kirk J. Kubousek ’00 B.S., 
’01 M.P.A., has joined 
open Access Technology 
international, inc.  
(oATi) located in 
Minneapolis, Minn. as a 
corporate attorney. 

Jeremy Kudera ’01 B.S., 
’05 M.D., has joined 
Yankton Medical Clinic as 
an orthopedic Surgeon. 

Sara L. Larson ’01 J.D., 
is employed as a law clerk 
for the South Dakota 
Supreme Court. 

Michael D. Maher 
’02 B.S.B.A., has been 
named an executive vice 
president of Wells Fargo 
and Company. He serves 
as the group risk officer 
for Wells Fargo’s Home 
and Consumer Lending 
Groups. 

Bobbi Jo Misar ’10 
M.A., is on staff with the 
Colman-Egan School 
District as the K–6 Special 
Education teacher. She has 
a two-year-old daughter 
and two-month-old son. 

Jessica Murphy ’09 
B.S.Ed., is teaching 
third grade at Piedmont 
Stagebarn Elementary. 

Jason E. Murray ’10 
Ph.D., has joined the 
faculty at Morningside 
College as a visiting 
instructor of English. 

Kaci Nickerson ’10 
B.S.Ed., is on staff with 
the Flandreau School 
District as the fourth 
grade teacher, along  
with coaching seventh 
grade volleyball. 

Guoqiang “James” Pei 
’10 M.B.A., software 
engineer, will perform 
complex analysis, design, 
testing and modification 
of computer programs for 
the TeamQuest-marketed 
software products. 

Beth E. Peters ’06 B.S., 
is an organizational 
development specialist 
at the Black Hills 
Corportation. 

Casey Pratt ’10 B.B.A., 
was named to the top 
51 contestants in this 
year’s “Bachelor of the 
Year” competition by 
Cosmopolitan. He works 
as an auctioneer at Pratt 
Auction Service. Pratt’s 
grandfather started the 
family-owned business. 

Leah Prestbo ’03 B.S., 
’07 M.D., has joined  
the interlakes Medical 
Center staff. 

Neil Roesler ’10 M.B.A., 
’10 J.D., has begun 
his one-year clerkship 
with the North Dakota 
Supreme Court. 

Michael D. Rohlena ’05 
M.F.A., has joined the 
faculty at Morningside 
College as a visiting 
assistant professor of 
theatre. 

Johanna Sawyer-Clausen 
’09 B.S.Ed., is currently a 
student in the University 
of Nebraska at Kearney’s 
online M.A. in history 
program. 

Cindy H. Sinkey ’08 A.S., 
was named winner of the 
2008 Student Excellence 
Paper competition for her 
submission, “A Journey 
into Nursing.” 

Tara L. Smith ’05 B.S., 
graduated from the 
West Virginia School of 
osteopathic Medicine 
with the degree of Doctor 
of osteopathic Medicine 
May 29, 2010 and plans 
to enter the obstetrics/
gynecology program 
at Doctor’s Hospital in 
Columbus, ohio. 

Dayle Sundberg ’03 
B.F.A., is the new 
Brookings County Red 
Cross executive director. 

Paul Charles Thielen ’03 
B.A., was nominated by 
President Barack obama 
and confirmed by U.S. 
Senate to serve as U.S. 
Marshal for the District  
of South Dakota. 

Turner Trofholz ’08 
B.S.Ed., is the new 
7–12 physical education 
instructor at Logan  
View Public Schools in 
Hooper, Neb. 

Justin Weiland ’01 
B.A., ’05 M.P.A., has 
been named the new city 
administrator of Dell 
Rapids, S.D. 

Brandon White ’09 
B.S.Ed., high school  
math teacher, has been 
named head football  
coach for the Harrisburg 
School District. 

Kyle Wiese ’09 J.D., is 
employed as a law clerk 
for the South Dakota 
Supreme Court. 

Marriages

Stephen Kopp ’82 
B.S., ’84 M.A., and 
Delores Strickland were 
married on Aug. 8, 2008. 
The couple resides in 
Minneola, Fla.

Anne Carlson ’02 B.A., 
and David Ruppert were 
married on April 24, 
2010. The couple resides 
in Plano, Texas.

Miranda Hollenbeck ’02 
B.A., and David Cartier 
were married on oct. 18, 
2009. The couple resides 
in Manchester, N.H.

Ellen Jacobsen ’06 A.S., 
and Jason Duke were 
married on oct. 25, 2009. 
The couple resides in Fort 
Myers, Fla.

Maria E. Nelson ’05 M.A., 
‘08 M.D., and Mark 
Schroeder were married on 
oct. 24, 2009. The couple 
resides in Santa Barbara, 
Calif.

Diana Ringen ’09 J.D., 
and Dustin Randall were 
married on oct. 9, 2009. 
The couple resides in 
Sioux Falls, S.D.

Emily Winterton ’10 
M.D., and Charles 
o’Hara were married  
on April 23, 2010.  
The couple resides in 
Sioux Falls, S.D.

Births

To Amanda (Olson) Bruhn 
’98 B.S.B.A., and husband 
Derick, Schleswig, iowa, 
a son, Karsen Dean, born 

May 5, 2010. Karsen Dean 
joins sisters Kaitlyn (5) and 
Kamden (3).

To Shelley (Scott) 
Conover ’96 B.S.Ed., ‘07 
A.S., and husband Dan, 
Holstein, iowa, a son, 
Kye David, born Aug. 30, 
2010. Kye David joins 
brother Brock (2).

To Jason Dilges ’94 
B.S.B.A., ’95 M.B.A., and 
wife Meghan (Hoppe) ’01 
B.A., ’04 J.D., Pierre, S.D., 
a daughter, Ainsley Marcia, 
born Dec. 4, 2009. Ainsley 
Marcia joins older siblings 
Alexis and Lincoln.

To David Eisenbraun ’97 
B.S., and wife Heather, 
Austin, Texas, twin sons, 
Joshua William and Mason 
Robert, born Sept. 8, 2009. 

To Trina (Hansen) 
Merideth ’97 B.S.Ed., and 
husband Andrew, La Mesa, 
Calif., a son, Brody, born 
Aug. 25, 2010. 

To Lisa A. (Shepherd) 
Reker ’93 B.F.A., and 
husband Troy, Sioux Falls, 
S.D., a son, Ty Daniel, 
born Nov. 14, 2009. 

 

To Adam R. Benson 
’07 B.S., and wife Krista 
(Voyles) ’07 B.A., ’10 J.D., 
Boone, iowa, a daughter, 
Lila, born May 15, 2010. 

To Patrick A. Blauert 
’01 B.S.B.A., and wife 
Brandy K. ( Paulson) ’01 
B.A., Corona, S.D., a son, 
Bryton owen, born  
June 2, 2010. 

To Tonya (Tapper) 
Boeckenhauer ’02 
B.S., and husband Kurt, 
Papillion, Neb., a son, 
Grant, born this past year. 

To Miranda (Hollenbeck) 
Cartier ’02 B.A., 

and husband David, 
Manchester, N.H., a son, 
Tristan Matthew, born 
Dec. 2, 2009. 

To Gary DeVries ’01 
M.P.A., and wife Amy 
(Fauth) ’00 B.S, omaha, 
Neb., a son, Tate Preston, 
born Jan. 10, 2010.  
Tate Preston joins sister 
Abigail (3).

To Michael K. Eide ’01 
B.S., ’05 M.D., and wife 
Teresa (Carstensen) ’98 
B.S.B.A., Sioux Falls, S.D., 
a daughter, Sydney Beth, 
born Dec. 18, 2009. 

To Joel Farmer ’02 B.S., 
‘04 M.A., ’07 M.D., and 
wife Alicia (Johnson) ’03 
B.A., ’06 J.D., Rochester, 
Minn., a son, Cale Michael,  
born April 10, 2010. 

To Joe Flynn ’04 J.D., and 
wife Valerie E. (Schultz) 
’02 B.S., ’03 B.S.Ed., ’07 
M.D., Temple, Texas, a 
son, Traysen Joseph, born 
Jan. 21, 2010. 

To Kristin (Fystro) Holoch 
’04 B.S., ’08 M.D., 
and husband Eric ’08 
B.S., Greenville, S.C., a 
daughter, Emmaline Mary, 
born May 9, 2010. 

To Scott C. Larson ’01 
B.S.H.A., ’02 M.B.A., and 
wife Lorilee C. (Gosch) ’99 
B.S., ’01 M.S., Madison, 
Minn., a son, Kacyn Brody, 
born Feb. 8, 2010. Kacyn 
Brody joins sister, Taryn (5) 
and brother, Rylan (3).

To Jason A. Paul ’00 
B.S., and wife Molly, 
Greendale, Wis., a son, 
Elijah Clarence, born  
oct. 5, 2009. 

To Justin Weiland ’01 
B.A., and wife Jill (Ireland) 
’03 B.A., ’09 M.P.A., Dell 
Rapids, S.D., a daughter, 
Pearl, born Aug. 30, 2010. 

To Rhonda (Voegeli) 
Wilson ’01 B.S.Ed., and 
husband Steve, Tea, S.D., a 
son, Slater, born March 2, 
2010. Slater joins brothers 
Hunter (5) and Parker (4).

To Ross A. Yost ’04 B.S., 
and wife Anna (Van 
Duzer) ’04 B.S., North 
Pole, Alaska, a son, Grady 
Edwin, born Feb. 14, 2010. 

In Memoriam
Faculty and Staff

Vincent Angotti, 
indianapolis, ind., on 
Sept. 22, 2010. Angotti 
was a former teacher/
administrator at USD. 

Costas Assimacopoulos 
Sioux Falls, S.D., on  
April 2, 2010. 
Assimacopoulos was a 
longtime professor in the 
Medical School at USD. 

Doug Brenner, Peoria, 
Ariz., on July 20, 2010. 
Brenner was a former 
associate professor of 
speech communications.

Robert Foley, Tyndall, 
S.D., on July 28, 2010. 
Foley served on the 
clinical faculty of the USD 
School of Medicine. 

Richard Garver, Fort 
Wayne, ind., on Sept. 22,  
2010. Garver was a  
former chair of journalism 
at USD. 

Orlando J. Goering, 
Freeman, S.D., on  
July 8, 2010. Goering  
was a professor emeritus of 
sociology at USD. 

Ralph Knutson, 
Vermillion, S.D., on 
Sept. 6, 2010. Knutson 
worked in the custodial 
department at The 
University of South 
Dakota for nine years. 

SAE at USD to Celebrate Centennial
The South Dakota Sigma Chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon at The 
University of South Dakota will celebrate its 100th birthday Jan. 27, 2011. 
The chapter was SAE’s 101st chapter when it was founded in 1911. To 
commemorate this historic event, a celebration weekend is planned in 
Sioux Falls, S.D. on June 24-25, 2011. All South Dakota Sigma brothers 
and spouses/significant others are invited to this celebration banquet.

A golf outing is planned for Friday, June 24, 2011 and a social hour 
will take place that evening. On Saturday, a bus tour from Sioux Falls 
to Vermillion, S.D. will tour the house at 856 Madison St., along with 
the USD campus. On Saturday evening, a banquet will be held at the 
Celebration Hotel, (3200 W. Maple St.) in Sioux Falls. 

A block of rooms has been reserved for $99 per night. Please call  
605-336-0650 for reservations. Please visit www.sdsigma100.com for 
further information and registration. You may also call Steve Sikorski ’64 
B.S.B.A. at 605-335-1661. 
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Lillian Stusser Archer ’32 
ATTD., Greeley, Colo., on 
Aug. 16, 2010. 

Vane W. Burnett ’38 
B.S.B.A., Kailua, Hawaii, 
on Nov. 21, 2009. 

Josephine Gray ’31 
ATTD., San Diego, Calif., 
on Dec. 28, 2009. Gray 
was a member of Kappa 
Alpha Theta. 

Raymond H. Jones ’39 
B.S.B.A., Aberdeen, S.D., 
on Aug. 30, 2010. Jones 
was a member of Lambda 
Chi Alpha. 

Robert G. Mattox ’34 
B.A., North Hollywood, 
Calif., on Aug. 13, 2010. 
Mattox was a member of 
Phi Delta Theta. 

Geraldine Brook ’45 
B.S.Ed., Sioux Falls, S.D. 
Brook was a member of 
Chi omega. 

Harry G. Burnham ’47 
B.A., Apache Junction, 
Ariz., on Jan. 7, 2010. 

Darlene Cimpl ’47 
ATTD., Yankton, S.D., on 
May 1, 2010. Cimpl was a 
member of Alpha Phi. 

Cecil Fischer ’45 B.S.Ed., 
Pendleton, ore., on  
Nov. 9, 2009. Fischer  
was a member of  
Alpha Tau omega. 

Gilbert Fite ’41 B.A., ‘41 
M.A., Fort Meyers, Fla., 
on July 13, 2010. 

Robert L. “Bob” Geiger 
’49 B.A., Huron, S.D., on 
Sept. 10, 2010. 

Dorothy Hamilton ’45 
B.A., Sioux Falls, S.D.,  
on Aug. 31, 2010. 

Hamilton was a member 
of Pi Beta Phi. 

Warren A. Kluckman 
’47 B.S.B.A., Gainesville, 
Ga., on Feb. 11, 2010. 
Kluckman was a member 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. 

Raymond “Razor” 
Koenigs ’49 B.F.A., Pella, 
iowa, on Aug. 25, 2010. 

Elwyn Kreger ’47 
B.S.B.A., Bloomington, 
Minn., on Sept. 13, 2010. 
Kreger was a member of 
Lambda Chi Alpha. 

Tom H. Luby, Jr. ’49 B.A., 
Phoenix, Ariz., on  
June 21, 2010. Luby  
was a member of  
Delta Tau Delta. 

John J. McCormick ’47 
B.S.M.D., Great Neck, 
N.Y., on July 1, 2010. 

Carol Boegler Moles ’42 
B.A., Edmund, okla., on 
June 1, 2010. 

Wilfred “Ole” Olawsky 
’43 B.S.B.A., Sioux Falls, 
S.D., on March 13, 2010. 
olawsky was a member of 
Alpha Tau omega. 

Harriet Whitney Porter 
’46 B.A., Pierre, S.D.,  
on Sept. 12, 2010.  
Porter was a member of 
Kappa Alpha Theta. 

Mariel Mayer Richard ’47 
B.A., Medford, ore., on 
April 4, 2010. Richard was 
a member of Pi Beta Phi. 

Menno Ronald Saunders 
’49 B.S.B.A., ocean 
Springs, Miss., on July 6, 
2010. 

Muriel Smith ’49 B.F.A., 
Primghar, iowa, on oct. 23,  
2010. Smith was a 
member of Pi Beta Phi. 

Raymond D. Weigum ’43 
B.A., Middlefield, ohio, 
on June 17, 2009. 

Frank Stearns Tait ’49 
LL.B., Virginia Beach, Va. 

on March 4, 2010. Tait 
was a member of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon. 

F. Theodore Thomsen 
’45 ATTD., Bellevue, 
Wash., on Sept. 19, 2009. 
Thomsen was a member 
of Delta Tau Delta. 

Richard E. Zimmerman 
’47 B.A., LeMars, iowa, 
on Nov. 25, 2009. 
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Dr. George Angelos ’59 
B.S.M.D., Billings, Mont., 
on April 26, 2010. 

John S. Arnold ’51 B.A., 
Fairfax, Va., on Dec. 2, 
2008. 

Robert “Bob” H. Arthur 
’50 B.A., Amarillo, Texas, 
on July 15, 2010. Arthur 
was a member of Beta 
Theta Pi. 

Lawrence Baltzer 
’54 B.F.A., ’58 M.M., 
Hospers, iowa, on March 
2, 2010. Baltzer was a 
member of Alpha Tau 
omega. 

John Barkley ’50 B.F.A., 
Kimball, Neb., on  
oct. 3, 2007. Barkley was 
a member of Lambda  
Chi Alpha. 

Charles Bassett ’54 B.A., 
’56 M.A., Waterville, 
Maine, on oct. 19, 2010. 
Bassett was a member of 
Beta Theta Pi. 

Ronald R. Brown ’55 
B.S.Ed., ’56 Ed.M.P., 
Vermillion, S.D., on  
July 10, 2010. Brown  
was a member of  
Phi Delta Theta. 

Harry J. Byer ’50 B.S.i.E., 
Marathon, Fla., on  
Aug. 6, 2010. 

Loyd A. Carlson ’50 B.A., 
Grand Junction, Colo., on 
Nov. 1, 2009. 

Carl A. Carlson, Jr. ’50 
B.A., Moorhead, Minn., 
on Aug. 13, 2008. 

William L. Edwards ’58 
Ed.M.P., Minneapolis, 
Minn., on Feb. 28, 2008. 
Edwards was a member of 
Lambda Chi Alpha. 

Donahue “Don” C. Evans 
’57 B.A., Sioux Falls, S.D., 
on May 23, 2010. 

Douglas Friedland ’58 
B.S., Sheldon, iowa, on 
April 6, 2010. 

Thomas  J. Green ’58 
B.S.B.A., ’64 LL.B., 
Watertown, S.D., on  
May 5, 2010. Green  
was a member of  
Sigma Alpha Epsilon. 

Robert W. Hill ’50 
B.S.i.E., Minneapolis, 
Minn., on May 19, 2010. 

Merl Iles ’59 M.N.S., 
Caldwell, idaho, on  
Sept. 25, 2009. 

Robert Jones ’51 LL.B., 
Sioux Falls, S.D., on  
oct. 9, 2010. 

Lyle V. Kleinjan Jr. ’57 
B.A., Rockdale, Texas, on 
May 31, 2009. Kleinjan 
was a member of Alpha 
Tau omega. 

Harry Kortmeyer ’51 
B.S.B.A., Colorado 
Springs, Colo. Kortmeyer 
was a member of Theta Xi. 

Lemar Lundquist ’58 
B.S.B.A., orange, Calif., 
on June 28, 2010. 

Michael B. Marion ’58 
B.S.B.A., ’60 LL.B., 
Denver, Colo., on  
April 7, 2010. Marion  
was a member of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon. 

Edwin H. Mehner ’53 
B.S.B.A., Denver, Colo., 
on April 29, 2010. 

Nancy Merkel ’55 B.A., 
Chelsea, Mich., on  

Feb. 13, 2010. Merkel was 
a member of Alpha Phi. 

George Miller ’51 B.A., 
Stevens Point, Wis., on 
July 30, 2010. Miller  
was a member of Alpha 
Tau omega. 

Ralph J. Miller ’50 B.A., 
onawa, iowa, on  
Sept. 21, 2010. 

Philip C. Mogen ’50 
B.S.B.A., ’52 LL.B., 
Albuquerque, N.M., on 
Aug. 23, 2010. Mogen 
was a member of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon. 

Donald Alfred Nelson 
’51 B.S.Ed., Forest Lake, 
Minn., on Nov. 25, 2009. 

John William Patch 
’54 B.A., ‘56 Ed.M., 
Coarsegold, Calif., on 
Dec. 2, 2009. 

Christine L. Petersen ’56 
M.A., Boise, idaho. 

Carole Simmons Pier 
’57 B.S.B.A., Donna, 
Texas, on April 26, 2009. 
Pier was a member of 
Alpha Phi. 

Robert G. Stanek ’53 
B.S.M.D., San Antonio, 
Texas, on Aug. 15, 2010. 

Richard “Dick” Laren 
Storm ’51 B.S.i.E., ’63 
M.A. Vermillion, S.D., on 
May 14, 2008. 

George E. “Turk” Tarver 
’50 B.S.i.E., Aberdeen, 
S.D., on May 9, 2010. 
Tarver was a member of 
Phi Delta Theta. 

Theodore R. Thompson, 
Jr. ’57 B.A., Racine, 
Wis., on Feb. 6, 2009. 
Thompson was a member 
of Delta Tau Delta. 

Bruce M. Warner ’51 
Ed.M., San Antonio, 
Texas, on July 13, 2010. 

Jerome Weis ’50 
B.S.B.A., Sioux Falls, 
S.D., on March 9, 2010. 

John “Jack” Wilds ’55 
B.A., ’55 J.D., Sioux Falls, 
S.D., on June 8, 2010. 
Wilds was a member of 
Delta Tau Delta. 

Mary K. Anderson ’67 
M.A., Sioux City, iowa, 
on Sept. 18, 2010. 

Darlene Campbell Babb 
’64 B.S.Ed., ’73 M.A., 
Wakonda, S.D., on  
June 14, 2010. 

David R. Boston ’64 B.A., 
Woodbury, Minn., on 
Feb. 21, 2010. 

Clarence J. Bugni ’65 
M.N.S., Green Bay, Wis., 
on Aug. 17, 2010. 

Cleo Christensen ’61 
B.A., ’66 M.A., Fort 
Walton Beach, Fla., on 
April 15, 2010. 

Don Christjans ’63 
B.S.Ed., ’70 M.A., Sidney, 
Neb., on June 11, 2010. 

Robert Allen Clapp Sr. 
’64 M.A., Portland, ore.

John “Jack” G. Crawford 
’60 B.A., Montgomery, 
Ala., on Jan. 10. 2009. 
Crawford was a member 
of Lambda Chi Alpha. 

Joe Doblar ’67 B.A., 
Sioux Falls, S.D., on  
oct. 15, 2010. 

Betty Drey ’68 ATTD., 
Early, iowa, on June 29, 
2010. 

Robert. D. Edwards 
’60 B.S.M.D., Waianae, 
Hawaii, on Nov. 24, 2009. 

Donald J. Henrich ’60 
ATTD., iowa Falls, iowa, 
on July 30, 2010. 

Elliot Inberg ’60 B.F.A., 
Bryan, Texas. 

Marvin Kamback ’61 
B.A., ’62 M.A., Yankton, 
S.D., on July 17, 2010. 

Louis Karlen ’60 B.A., ’62 
B.S.M.D., DeSmet, S.D., 
on Sept. 6, 2010. 

Orville Luepke ’69 M.A., 
Spirit Lake, iowa, on  
oct. 19, 2010. 

Barton S. Merrival ’60 
B.A., Kyle, S.D., on  
Dec. 4, 2004. 

Ronald G. Miller ’60 
B.S.B.A., Glenmont, N.Y., 
on June 5, 2010. Miller 
was a member of Phi 
Delta Theta. 

Kenneth Moeller ’65 
M.N.S., iowa City, iowa, 
on Sept. 25, 2010. 

Marlene M. Mylan ’66 
M.A., West Des Moines, 
iowa, on oct. 8, 2009. 

Nellie B. Nielsen ’67 
B.S.Ed., Yankton, S.D., 
on June 1, 2010. 

Richard H. Newman ’61 
M.A., Midlothian, Va., on 
oct. 29, 2009. 

Thomas B. Patten ’62 
M.M., Perry, iowa, on 
March 13, 2010. 

Ivan Ostrander ’63 M.A., 
Nevada, Mo., on Nov. 19, 
2006. 

Joseph J. Schmidt ’63 
B.A., Rapid City, S.D., on 
April 30, 2010. Schmidt 
was a member of Alpha 
Tau omega. 

Harry A. Stephens ’60 
M.A., Waxhaw, N.C., on 
May 9, 2008. 

Cal Stukel ’65 B.S.B.A., 
Gregory, S.D., on  
Sept. 10, 2010. 

Ordean L. Torstenson ’65 
B.S.M.D., Madison, Wis., 
on July 20, 2010. 

Larry M. Treider ’66 
M.A., Grand Junction, 
Colo., on May 23, 2010.  

Douglas C. Tuttle ’61 
B.A., Sioux Falls, S.D.,  
on May 6, 2010. Tuttle 

was a member of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon. 

William L. “Bill” Walsh 
’60 Ed.M., Quimby, iowa, 
on Feb. 12, 2010. 

Clinton Waymer ’61 
B.S.Ed., Stone Mountain, 
Ga., on April 18, 2007. 

Wendell Witten ’61 B.S., 
Rockton, ill., on  
Aug. 1, 2010. Witten  
was a member of  
Delta Tau Delta. 

Rory N. Vose ’65 M.A., 
Winona, Minn., on  
May 10, 2008. 

Kathryn Miller Beier ’70 
M.A., Sioux Falls, S.D., 
on July 1, 2010. 

Clint Bucher ’79 M.A., 
Excelsior, Minn.

Rosalie Cone Driscoll ’76 
M.A., Spearfish, S.D., on 
July 4, 2010. 

Jerry Flynn ’73 B.S.B.A., 
Parker, S.D., on  
May 7, 2010. Flynn  
was a member of  
Delta Tau Delta. 

Carol M. Grodahl ’77 
B.S.Ed., Lytton, iowa, on 
May 26, 2010. 

Ned H. Hanenberger 
’78 B.A., Laguna Woods, 
Calif.

Frank Harding ’76 
B.S.M.D., Las Vegas, 
Nev., on Nov. 23, 2008. 

Gene Homandberg ’72 
B.S., ’76 Ph.D., Grand 
Forks, N.D., on Dec. 21, 
2009. 

Andrew Keller ’72 M.A., 
Longmont, Colo., on  
July 13, 2010. 

Thomas G. Kolbeck ’70 
B.S.R., Vermillion, S.D., 
on May 30, 2010. 

Richard R. Knox ’77 
B.F.A., Stanton, Calif., on 
May 28, 2010. 

Frederic Krueger ’71 
M.A., Storm Lake, iowa, 
on May 18, 2010. 

Merlyn Millsap ’72 
M.N.S., Levelland, Texas, 
on April 30, 2010. 

Eleanor Maxine 
Offerdahl ’70 B.S.Ed., 
’78 M.S.S., Vermillion, 
S.D., on June 30, 2010. 

Connie Leanas Ranard 
’71 M.A., omaha, Neb., 
on Sept. 1, 2007. 

John C. Sall ’75 B.S.M.D., 
’77 M.D., Sioux Falls, 
S.D., on July 6, 2010. 

Dennis Stuart ’75 B.S., 
’75 M.B.A., Shoreview, 
Minn., on March 12, 
2010. 

Robert W. Thompson ’70 
B.A., Aurora, Colo., on 
Aug. 10, 2010. 

 

Todd Allis ’85 B.S.B.A., 
Puyallup, Wash. Allis was 
a member of Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon. 

Milton H. Brown ’83 
M.B.A., Sioux City, iowa, 
on Nov. 29, 2009. 

Lori Holforty ’86 B.A., 
Friday Harbor, Wash., on 
Aug. 26, 2010. 

DeAnna “Dee” Johnson 
’83 B.S.Ed., Bellevue, 
Neb. Johnson was a 
member of Chi omega. 

Paul K. Otterson ’80 
B.F.A., LeMars, iowa, on 
Jan. 27, 2010. 

Kevin Lee Rogers ’87 
M.B.A., ‘09 Ed.D.,  
Sioux Falls, S.D., on  
Aug. 18, 2010. 

Diether Van Houten ’83 
M.A., Rapid City, S.D., 
on June 7, 2010. 

Janice Walters ’84 B.S., 
Burke, S.D., on April 5, 
2010. 

Patricia Lee Wells-Evans 
’87 B.S.Ed., Vermillion, 
S.D., on Aug. 28, 2008. 

Patricia Lewison ’93 
B.S.Ed., Vermillion, S.D., 
on Jan. 8,2010. 

Brian Rupert ’92 B.F.A., 
Sioux City, iowa. 

Stephanie Schild ’96 
M.S., Sioux Falls, S.D.

Sandra Williamson ’98 
A.A., Spearfish, S.D.

Tate Baloun ’01 B.S., 
Sioux Falls, S.D., on  
July 23, 2010. 

Cynthia Bass ’05 M.S., 
Ridgeway, Calif., on  
Aug. 19,2010. 

Sarah Brenden ’07 
ATTD., Whiting, iowa,  
on Aug. 17, 2010.

Laura Gwinn ’06 
B.S.M.T., Sioux Falls, 
S.D., on Jan. 9, 2010. 

Laura Halligan ’02 A.S., 
Huron, S.D., on Jan. 21, 
2010. 

Melinda L. Krogman ’02 
A.S., Winner, S.D., on 
Aug. 9, 2010. 

Jessica M. Larson ’06 
B.A., Mitchell, S.D., on 
Feb. 6, 2008. 

Mary Diederich Lupas 
’04 M.A., Chardon, ohio.

Patience Marie Woodruff 
’06 M.D., Sacramento, 
Calif., on Nov. 30, 2009. 
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ALUMNi BooKS

Have you written or edited a book recently?
To have your book considered for our 
next issue, please send a complimentary 
copy and a description of its contents to:

USD Alumni Association 
ATTN: Alumni Books
414 East Clark Street 
Vermillion, SD 57069-2390

The USD Alumni Association  
does not sell or distribute  
alumni books, unless otherwise  
noted. Please reference the  
provided iSBN numbers for  
ordering information. 

Read about the miners and adventurers caught in the allure 
of the emerald. Rather than a mere introduction to emeralds, 
this book is a grand introduction to the royal view that a 
connoisseur takes on the subjects of color, gem appreciation 
and rarity. There is enough information contained within for a 
gemologist to rise to the level of connoisseurship of emeralds, 
but beginners will find this book an expansive and informative 
read—one that celebrates as well as explains. 

Emeralds: A Passionate Guide
By Ronald Rungsrud, ’73 B.A. 
ISBN: 978-0-9822627-5-7

Step Into Our Lives at the 
Funeral Home
By Dr. Jo Michaelson ’70 M.A., ’95 Ed.D.
ISBN: 978-0-89503-393-2

Many people are curious about what goes on 
behind the scenes at a funeral home. Add a live-in 
family to this scenario and you’ll Step into Our 
Lives at the Funeral Home. This book gives an 
insightful view of every facet of the funeral, from 
the time a death call is received until the funeral 
is completed. 

The American Challenge: 
Terrorists, Detainees, Treaties 
and Torture—Responses to the 
Rule of Law, 2001–2008
By Carl Q. Christol ’34 B.A., ’77 L.L.D.
ISBN: 0-7618-4344-2/978-0-7618-4344-3

This sequel to Christol’s International Law and 
U.S. Foreign Policy is based on original sources 
such as the Constitution, treaties and statutes. 
Christol emphasizes the significance of the 
constitutional concept of separation of powers, 
draws attention to the growing authority of 
“military law,” and discusses the roles of  
Congress in the protection of civil and political 
rights and liberties. 

How the French Language 
Died (And the Role the French 
Academy Played)
By Daniel Joseph Cesar ’84 M.B.A.
ISBN: 978-1-4389-1226-4

Cesar explains how French developed and how it 
changed over time. Read how the official account 
differs from what actually happened. The author 
goes beyond merely telling the historical truth 
by making practical suggestions for the people 
of France to take back their language and save 
France for the French. 

Of Sound and Symbol:  
The First Phonetic System  
that Works
By Daniel Joseph Cesar ’84 M.B.A.
ISBN: 987-1-4520-2669-5

imagine English written as it is spoken. imagine 
no need for a pronunciation guide or catchy 
rhyming schemes. imagine the end of spelling 
bees. What if there was a phonetic system that 
spelled words as they are pronounced and 
represented the same sounds by the same letters 
every time? According to the author, readers of 
this book will discover the first phonetic system 
that works. 

The Tallgrass Prairie Center 
Guide to Prairie Restoration  
in the Upper Midwest
By Daryl Smith ’64 M.N.S., Dave Williams, Greg Houseal 
and Kirk Henderson
ISBN: 1-58729-916-X

This comprehensive manual will be an essential 
companion for everyone dedicated to planning, 
developing and maintaining all types of prairie 
restorations and reconstructions. Focusing on 
conservation plantings and pasture renovations, 
this guide will be particularly useful to landowners, 
conservation agency personnel, ecosystem 
managers, native seeding contractors, prairie 
enthusiasts, teachers and roadside managers. 

Prairie View 
By Jerry Travis ’60 B.S.Ed. 
ISBN: 1-4134-4386-9

When Joby Shelton returns to Prairie View,  
S.D., after a 10-year self-exile, he witnesses 
a murder while fishing on the nearby Sioux 
Reservoir. He has returned to make peace with 
his father, that is, to attend his funeral. During 
the course of the story, he reunites with friends 
of his youth, meets and falls in love with a young 
local teacher and becomes entangled in a scam 
involving the mafia and the nearby Sioux indian 
reservation. The plot culminates in a dramatic 
showdown atop Rattlesnake Butte. 

Good Fences 
By Marshall Crane ’72 B.A. 
ISBN: 978-0982105887

in this murder mystery, read the story of Rick 
Burns, who has given up on personal relationships. 
Hurt by love, he’s now a burned-out high school 
teacher planning to remove himself from his 
profession…until, that is, two students are 
murdered by a fellow classmate. Guilt and a search 
for redemption take Rick to the back woods of 
Mississippi, where he confronts a white supremacist 
organization bent on hatred and terror. 



Save the Date for These  

Upcoming Alumni Events!

®	 Jan. 30: Brunch at The Club Mediterra, 

 Naples, Fla. 

® April 29: Drake Relays Pizza Party, 

 Des Moines, Iowa

® Sept. 3: Coyotes vs. Air Force Academy 

 Football Pre-Game, Colorado Springs, Colo. 

® Sept. 24: Coyotes vs. Wisconsin Football 

 Pre-Game, Madison, Wisc. 

®	Oct. 7 & 8: Dakota Days 2011

More details and events will be announced as 2011  

progresses. Check www.usdalumni.com and our  

monthly e-newsletter, The Coyote Connection, 

throughout the year for the latest event information. 

 

Nominations for  Alumni Achievement Awards
The Awards Committee of the Alumni Association would 
appreciate your help in identifying candidates for the 2011 
Alumni Honors.
Alumni are honored in the following three categories:Outstanding Success in a Profession or CareerOutstanding Service to USDOutstanding Contribution to His/Her CommunityPlease submit a biographical sketch of nominee, along with 

all pertinent information (address, degree, category, reason 
for nomination, etc.) to: 
USD Alumni AssociationThe University of South Dakota414 East Clark Street, Vermillion, SD 57069Phone: 605-677-6734

Or submit online at www.usd.edu/alumni/awards.cfm

What’s “News” with you?
Tell your classmates and The South Dakotan what’s 

new in your world: achievements, promotions,  

marriage or births. We want to know. Please take a 

moment to update us. Go to www.usd.edu/alumni/info-update.cfm
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Whether you graduated last year or 50 years  
ago, your USD experience shaped who you are  
and provided a lifetime of memories. 

Here’s the exciting news: everything you loved about  
USD then—the fun, the tradition, the opportunity— 
it’s still here, and better than ever. 

With all of the great things happening at USD,  
there’s never been a better time to reconnect. 

Join the USD Alumni Association today!

Dues-contributing members:

•  Make USD Alumni Association events possible

•  Demonstrate a continuing commitment to their  
alma mater

•  Provide educational opportunities by supporting  
student scholarships

•  Earn Coyote Priority Points for preferred seating  
at Coyote Athletics events (certain membership  
levels only)  

 •  And much more!

There’s Never BeeN a BeTTer Time…

Visit www.usdalumni.com and click the “Join Now” button or call us toll-free: 800-655-ALUM (2586). 

Miss Dakota 1959
Ellen (Hasse) Buchanan ’60 B.A.

and Paul Hasse ’59 B. A. 


